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PREFACE. 



The phHoBaphy of PrefiftoeB is yerj fimple. An 
author is profoundly interested in his own book. The 
thought that is in it may be very meagre and ^^y 
vapid, but it is not so to him. Every book, I si^poM, 
is the te$ult of one of two piKHsesses. Slither the thou^t 
struggles in the man for deliverance, or the man strug- 
gles after some thought that he may make a book. Iki 
the first case he is interested in his readers througb the 
thought ; in the other there is a garrulous interestr— 
the enjoyment of being heard. In both the book has 
a history whidi no one knows but mmself-^sometbing 
that the reader ought by all means to be, made aware 
of. Of course the reader is going to be as much inter- 
ested in the book as he is himself. Any suspicion to 
the contrary would disparage the reader,, and the gen- 
erous author will be guilty of no such rudeness as that. 
* Is it not in human nature to desire some account of all 
tiiose things which interest us ? 
. At any rate, it fs in human nature to give some ex- 
planation of one's own wcHrk. The very intelligent 
and interested reader must pause a moment upon open- 
ing the book. The author feels confidential with him 
Just at this interesting moment. The man is going tD 
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PREFACE. 

read this book— he is evidently a man that deserves a 
little consideration. He must be told some things that 
will help him in the reading, or that will help the 
book in his estimation; or, at any rate, he must hear 
something that will prepossess him with the author of 
the book. 

I have your ear now fairly, my reader, and could 
entertain myself greatly by a long prefatory chat with 
you. Not that there is anything very special about 
this book. There is about as little of history, I imag- 
ine, connected with it as with any book that ever 
came into existence. The most remarkable fact in the 
case is, the absence of any '* pains of parturition." 

The thought that is in it has given me profounder 
satis&ction than imy other of a speculative character 
that I have ever conceived. I began to write about it 
*ust from the mere pleasure I had in employing my 
mindaponit. As I proceeded, I must plead guilty to 
a growing desire that it might be published. 

But much aa I could say, and well disposed as I am 
to conmiunicate just now, I will not abuse your confi- 
dence. Yet there is one other statement that I would 
make. The writing of this little book has been a means 
of grace to me. "What the thought may be to others I 
know not ; in me it has been a living power. I con- 
template Christ and His work, and worship Qod. with 
ft deeper joy. 
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CHAPTER I. 



SECTIOK I. 

Why Should there be Suffering f 
The existence of evil has been the grand 
puzzle of the world. The strongest and sub- 
tlest minds haye labored at it in vain. Philos- 
ophy is painfully conscious of its own failure 
here. The mpst dreadful suffering is under- 
gone by man in all places over the earth. 
Why should this be ? Is there a God looking 
down upon it all ? If so, is he impotent or 
malignant l^at he should allow it*? What 
horrible doubts these are? Who shall lay 
them? 

There seenis to be an almost unirersal dis- 
position to account for the existence of suf" 
ferzng by the fact of sin. There is a per- 
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6 THE GREAT MYSTERY. 

ception of the relation of cause and effect 
between these two things* The point of con- 
nection may not be yery patent, albeit men 
feel J perhaps, more folly l^an diey see that 
there is such a connection. In this, doubtless, 
we shall find the germ of most precious truth 
as we proceed. Yet will it not answer all 
questions at once, for there is a question back 
of this which must first be met. 

SECTION II. 

Tfhy Should there be Sin f 
Could riot God make a world without sin— ^ 
orie i^at should not be liable to sin ? If he 
could, then why was it not so done ? Or if 
he could not, then why make aiiy worid at all ? 
Would it not be better that there should be no 
world than a wicked one that must suffer so ? 
These qu:estionS haye been in the human heart, 
and often upon human lips, in all the past 
Aged. Men will ask them. They can not 
be overlooked. 
* I shall deal briefly with these problems, so 
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1*HI GREAT MTSTSRT. T 

far as any direct effort to solve them is con- 
cerned. In fact, the investigation presented 
in Chapter IE is intended merely to prepare 
' Hie way for what I shall offer at last 9A afford- 
ing the best and only satisfactory solution. 

SECTION III. 

Out Bono t 

After all that has been written, there are 
perplexities remaining ^o such minds as will 
occupy themselves more with unattainable ob- 
jects than with obvious vital truths. These, 
perhaps, nothing will satisfy. There is a class 
of minds, however, that will, by such investi- 
gation, be led to broader and happier views, 
if not to a more settled conviction of truth. 

And the christian teacher can not wholly 
ignore speculation upon these topics. They 
have been so obtrusively thrust upon the world 
for skeptical purposes that it is incumbent 
upon the believer in the christian faith to show 
that the truth, even in these inquiries, is%on 
the side of our holy religion. It is a maxim 
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8 THX aSBAT HTISTmT. 

at once and nniversallj recognized as trae, 
that no trath of any one class Can clash with 
any tmth of another class. The Christian^ 
therefore, can not stand back and say -to any • 
other maQ, " your truth contradicts my creed^ 
but still I hold it.'' He must, on the con- 
trary, first examine whether it be truth that is 
paraded against his faith ; and if it be un- 
questionable truth, then he must see whether 
the alleged conflict between it and his creed 
exists. 

My observation is, that most,* if not all, 
the arguments adduced from the condition of 
the world against the christian religion bear 
as hard against any notion of divine govern- 
ment as against the christian theory. They 
are not arguments, specifically, against chris- 
tian revelation by any means, but against the 
justice and beneficence of the Creator; and 
the defense of our faith loses an important 
advantage when it unwittingly attacks them, 
as if they had some special pertinence when 
directed against itself. 
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THB QBIAT MT8TIBT. 9 

It has long been my conidctioBy that the 
nnhappy moral and physical condition ot our 
world is more satisfactorily accounted for by 
the theory of the fall and the redemption 
than by any other hypothesiii whatev^. My 
reason is satisfied with it as solying all the 
harrassing difEcultiefi iHueh beset the subject. . 
In the light of this theory I can see that God 
is just and beneficent, though there is sin and 
misery among men. I see that I have nothing 
to be afraid^ of* but myself. It narrows my 
apprehfflisions, so far as my destiny is con- 
cerned, down to this point. I see that this 
dreadful condition of things is not from God, 
and tluit the malign source of it is not to be 
sought outside of mysdf and the other suf- 
ferers. More than that, I see that the Infi- 
nite B^ources are taxed for a remedy ; that 
the remedy is provided — that it is adequate. 
All this, and much more, I see by the light of 
the Atonement. 

All this is true when you consider the ehris- ' 
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10 TflS OBXAt fifTSTXRT. 

tiim ereed in the lowest and narrowest ^ew of 
it. Bat may tiieiKe not be a broader signifi- 
cance than that whidk is gener^dly perceired 
m the great Atonement — ft meaning whieh 
shall flood tile nmrerse irith light ? 

I trust I shall be guilty of no adrenturocos 
speeulation, Aat wiU ligbtily disregard the 
^cks of revealed truth. I dwtrost myself 
too profouB^y for that. But when rations^ 
oonjeeture ia in harmony wi^ the BMe it need 
not be overtimid, nor ike imagination itself 
restrain its wing if it but keep within i!be em* 
pyrean of revelation. But I trust the matter 
of die following pages will show a fiimer 
basis than mdre congecture ; luid it is submit-^ 
tediin Ae hope, chiefly, diat young and ardent 
Hiinds, perplexed amd distuvbed by questi<»is 
of life and destiny, may find* in it a due to 
some^ at least, of the objects of their inquiry. 
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CHAPTER II. 



SECTION I. 

Could not God have made a World not liable 
to Sin? 

I have already promised brevity in the 
direct investigation of the questions con- 
nected with the existence of Evil, but a com- 
prehensive presentation of the matter is neces- 
sary to introduce the more important topic 
which it is my object to submit. 

We must speak reverently and with humil- 
ity when we talk about what God could or 
could not da. Men sometimes draw iafer- 
ences from ihe Divine Omnipotenee which are 
by no means sequences of fhe fact. Mr. 
Bledsoe, in the ^^ Theodi<7,'' has put t^t 
matter in a very dear light. Some things 
are not objects of power. Th^re has been by 
far too much fiippant talking upon this matter, 
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12 MAN— mU; FALLIN, BIDIIMID. 

and too little profound, earnest, thinking. It 
is reaching a conclusion with too much facil- 
ity to say that God could have made man so 
as to be beyond the reach of sin. It is very 
convenient, no doubt, to say such things, but 
he Tfho says them may, perhaps, not know 
whereof he affirms. Let us tread this ground 
warily. We may speak unadvisedly with our 
lips, even when we intend thereby to glorify 
the power of God. Our shallow speech, 
though well intentioned, may be found to be 
derogatory of that power itself. We must be 
cautious, lest in an attempt to honor God we 
may be found to dishonor Him. 

SECTION II. 

Limit of Power. 
We are accustomed to say that God's power 
has no limit, and to infer that, therefore, He 
could have n^ade man impeccable. Is it so ? 
Is it within the sphere of power to violate 
essential truth? Can Omnipotence counter- 
work geometry ? Can God Uq ? No I 
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MAN— nuai| FALLINi REDISMID. 13 

Within its sphere Omnipotence can woric 
inimitably ; outside of that it can do nothing. 
The fact of the omnipotence of the Creator is 
not a snfScient warrant for all sorts of gro- 
tesque conjectures as to what He might have 
done. If we must reason upon such matters, 
let us get our premises from the whole nature 
of God, so far as we may be able to compre- 
hend it, aadfrom the character of w(»k.we 
are contemplating. Whether this or that may 
be done by the Almighty, depends first upon 
the congruity of the act with His own nature, 
and secondly, upon all the facts inyolved in 
the supposed act. The supposed t]fbJ6Ct* of 
4»:eatiTe power may be such as invokes" essen^ 
tial impossibilities, and these impossibilities 
may be either of a physical or moral diarac*- 
ter. For moral dereliction is as impossible 
to God as physical absurdity is. The ques- 
tions involyed in this species of speculation, 
then, are so numerous and complex and subtle 
that it is no wonder if men of hasty and im- 
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14 MAN— fBXB| VALI.SN; BXDISMSD. 

patient temper should make condi^oni before 
they hare seen half the premise, or even if 
sober thinkers should produce intellectual abor- 
tions. Let QB be humble ^nd diffident^ lind 
pray God that we may not do the same. 

SapCTION III. 

The Creator . 

Let ma say reverently what my argument 
requires to be said of the Creator : ^' Such 
knowledge is too high for meP* Tet surely 
we haye some positive knowledge of Him. 
May we use it wisely ! 

Infinite, essential Being ! Source of all 
iubordinate existence I Li Him is all perf ec- 
tioB realized. The Infinite Power, the Infin- 
ite Wisdom, the Infinite Love! He can do 
no wnmg. 

Men talk about the Divine freedom. Do 
tiiey understand themselves ? Doubtless God 
U free. Yet He can do no wrong. In His 
work He can not transcend the boundary of 
right and truth. The idea of a God that 



,y Google 



might do wrong is monstrous. H§ is free, 
bat He is not capricious. His freedom is in 
the perfect poise o£ His attributes — ^the infal- 
lible adjustment of the true, tiie right and the 
good. There is no Stuch ^eedonpi ^ puts char- 
acter at haz^^f 

Poubtless He is amenable to no law n^ho^ 
Hinu^, for thelawhas itsUgheste3^[»reauu^ 
in Himself. Ellis is^.tharefc^ce, no freedom of 
wayward impulses, but of a holy natiure whose 
very essence is rightness. Wo have, there- 
fore, no dread of a heedless, headlong power 
that may sometimes, choose to undo all He once 
chose to do, "He doeth all Aings woH." 

What He wills and does is, ther^ore, " erer 
right, oyer tiie best." He made our world, 
and then inspecting GQs own work with infin- 
ite satisfaction, said :' ** It is very good." 
And yet man was. liable to sin, and did sin. 
We cap scarcely suppose, in an abstract yiew 
of the case, that it was best that man should 
be liablo to sin. Should we no4; rather say 
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16 MAN— mil, VALLlNi ILBDSKMXD. 

that if he cotdd have been created withoiit 
this hability, it would have Seen better?— 
I choose rather to suggest than dogmatize 
here. We may say that, in view of all the 
fads involved^ God saw it was best to do as 
fie did. Doubtless. But that does not untie 
the knot. Sin is not best— it is not good in 
any degree. It is eyil, and only evil confinu- 
ally, in its nature and results. God may have 
power and prerogative to bring good out of 
its consequences ; but in itself is no good 
tidng, and out of it, by its own foree« can 
come no good tiding. If man aotdd have been 
created free from tiie possibility of sinning, 
may we not venture to say, in the light of 
Gt>d's character, it would certainly have been 
so done ? 

SBCTION IT. 

What is Sin f 
" Sin is the transgression of the law." 
Let it be remembered that sin is an act. 
Men s^em sometimes to lose sight of this, and 
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MAN^FRSE, FALLEN; REDEEMED. 17 

to speak of sin as somethiDg that ^adsts. It 
k not a substance^ but an act; not a thing 
existing^ but a> thing done. It is an act 
against God's law, and so, consequently, 
against himselL 

It is not only an act, but a voluntary 
act. Bightness and wrongness, morally, be- 
long only to this class ,of acts. For right 
and wrong, morally, imply personal charac- 
ter, and to this volition is necessary. In other 
words, the act must proceed from the^ agent, 
and origincUe with him^ to he his act; and 
if it be not his^ it can not affect Ids charac- 
ter. Moral right and wrong imply something 
more than conformity or non-conformity to a 
a rule— diat is, that the conformity or non- 
coi^ormity be caused by the subject of it, 
and not produced by any other agency. 
There is mechanical rightness in a (»lumii 
cunningly adapted to its uses of support and 
ornament, and so it has a certain charactaer, 
and in its way is good. But it was made sp» 
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and had no hand' in its own canrings and ad- 
justments, and consequent! J has no moral ' 
character. It obeys no law of its own choice 
and motion, and though it answers its ends 
well, we can not think of it as we do of a man 
who/ree/y conforms himself to the law that 
is given him. If the column should fall and 
precipitate the edifice it supports upon a thou- 
sand heads, no one would think of blaming it, 
for it has no choice, but falls perforce, under 
the power of external agencies. No man 
curses the timber, how fatal soever the conse- 
quences of the fall. Not so when a man falls. 
His fall is from himself— his own thought, and 
dboice, and act. 

Or if in any case a man's action is invol- 
untary, he is free from blame. This fact 
conimands universal belief. It is an axiom 
that there can be no sin where there is no 
volition. 

I do not say that there is no sinfulness 
except i& more action. Upon the sinful act 
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ti^re Bupenrenes a relro -action, which indacei^ 
a sinful state. This is depravity. The 
aodarstanding, affeetions, appetites, desire?^ 
all become corrupted. 

Sin, then, is voluntary wrong action) 
which also resolte in a iinfnl state of the 
mind and hemrt, which i» de^nifitj. 

Let it not he overlooked that the inqnirj^ 
BOW is, eoald God have made man free from 
the liability to sin ? We are, therefore, con- 
templating ein in the indiyiduaU At thi« 
point we mufft not be betrayed into perpleri^ 
tiee arising ont of complieatbns which belong 
to another part of the Bobject. All investiga-- 
tion, to be satisfactory inmost exclude, peremp^ 
torily, such matter as inay not be pertinent. 
It is not always easy to do this. Facts having 
a natural connection with the topic under dis- 
cussion solicit attention, but having no bear- 
ing upon the particular aspect of the topi^ 
whidi forms the vital questioti in the argu- 
ment, they tend (mly to betray uf! into eonfii 
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sion of ideas, which darkens the inyeeiigatiim. 
So here the very word depravity snggests the 
faUen condition of our race, and the whcde 
matter of inherited eyil. Bat perspicuity re- 
quires its adjournment to another point in the 
discussion* We shall bettar understand our- 
selves if we confine our attention at this point 
to the individtioly and if you please, thejirst 
sinner. Inherited d^ravity shall hare due 
attention in its own proper place. 

Sin in the individual is an act— it is his 
act. It is his, because it originates with and 
proceeds from himself. He conceives it, wills 
it, does it. It proceeds firom his person, and 
can be traced to .no other source. Otherwise 
it would not be his sin. 

SECTION V. 

Personal Being. 

To appreciate adequately the truth set forth 

in the preceding section, a man must realize 

his own separate being. I am. I. That 

one letter is to me the most important word 
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tbat was erer uttered. It meaoMi ^yery tiuBg 
for me. Blot it out, and that which it sigm- 
fies with it, and tome iiiexe is no&ing le£lK-*> 
no God, no Uniyerae, nor light, noat darkness, 
nor sotind^-not^g. 

What is &ts iktA is nttirared when a man 
{uronoimees that wi^rd— I ? Depend iipon it, it 
is no phantom— no ^kadowy, unreal ddng. it 
is a fital substance. It ki a [jtfo, whidi, 
thougli jelated i^ B6me way to all o&er life, 
yet sti^da out from all other— separate, alone. 
At no poinidoes it m^ge into another <Mng. 
SelL The word has a meaning>-wfaat a moMi* 
ing! In it tiiere are perception, desire> 
thou^, feeling. I^c^egnsdit words^ every one 
of them, win oc^sn^ .9e(/'-'-the^kCtion mIuH" 
(arp ! The seffiA fully realised in this last 
atatem^^. Sdf-impelied. It bas objects to 
pursue, hopes to eherish, &ars te eooAat. It 
has its own lores, and hatreds, and struggles. 
It has a destiny I 

Its sepurateness from all other things is 
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mH defined st erery point. Through trh^t- 
ever ehanges the self may pass, there is erer- 
Bftore the oonsoiovB I, neter lost and nerer 
ponloiinded in&, otlier tfasi^. All other 
things are marked off from it in an objectite 
f«bii«n. It stands ^xxty orer against all other 
things, in friendly or nnfriendly relations to- 
itard IJiem^ to play its own part imd acoom- 
plish itsoim purpose. 

The man is not to he kst, in the personal 
aignificanee of his nttare, by being eensidered 
as sim^y a portion of the noorerse. Saeh, 
indeed, he is, yet in no sense that modifies the 
separateness and eompletaness of individual 
being. He is a person by himself, howsoerer 
related to other perscms and things. Nor ts 
)i9 an infinitessimal part of God^ taking shape 
in time and spaee. He is just himself. He 
is jnst what the common man meaim when he 
says L And sot even the metaphysician, 
bewildering and blinding himself in the haze 
and wbid of Pantheistic sophistries, can lose 
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tba GODsciotigness of dM Hif iknt he m. Not 
idl the GOfifosioQ of wk»t ]i9 sees, wi half 
sees, a^d aoareriy sees «t all, aad uii^^ixiiB 
thi^ to sees, not aU tbe din and babel of ike 
articulate and marticolate Toiees tbat he bean; ' 
not all hi| own anziely to lose and bide bia- 
self in some outer or some bighiar b^ng eaa 
bnsh the I that is forever pronoiincing itself 
in him and by him. 

The very oognixanee that he takes of otber 
things testifies his own separate b^og. Ithey 
^o not of him. Thesr are OHtMde, to bin. 
Tbey range themsel?es around bka, some 
mem remote, some nearer, some iitq^inguig 
npon his ?ery substance ; but the Kae between 
him wd them is never obHterated, noTtr in- 
distinct. Thciy imiMrass in many ways the 
conscioosness of the self, but are ne?er eon- 
founded with it. 

Amid all the magnitudes, and forces, and 
sublimities, and portents of the uniferse-*— 
amid all the contestS| and yeasa^ons, and sym- 
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pathieffof local relationship-^utider ^ im- 
Approachable h^ayens and oa die mj3terioi0 
eardt, in the 8i^t of men, angeb and God, 
there ho staxidB, by hinmelf and for hinuself, 
to do, to onjoyi to suff&r what he tnay or 
iBiist. iJt n 9 grand spectacle, eten in fhe 
eyes of Ood. 

SECTION VI. 

Volition^ 

!Riis sepiurateneBa of indiridiial being real- 
iwtita highest value in the fact of ToIitioQ. 
Yital and intelligent energies, such as man is 
endowed with, are sdf ^guided. I r^pectfally 
svbffiit t&at freedom means thk, or it means 
nothing. A man's deckions and actions are 
from himself and of himself. 

I am not unaware of the metaphysical per- 
plexities that have been raised upon this sub- 
jedt, nor is it my purpose at all to produce an 
exhaustive treatise upon tbe issues involved. 
I shidl'aim only to get at the heart of the 
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matter, and leave it to the good sense of tlie 
reader. 

The controyersy in reference to the will is 
an old one, and has been managed with great 
deztmty on hoA sides. It is a rare thing 
now t(a any one to deny the fact of man^i 
free(k)m. There are some, howerer, whose 
definitions and explanations aresndi as to 
t^kch only the absence of external constraint 
in our yolitionff, while there is something im 
the very nature of each man that determines 
ineyitably the character of his yoHtions. The 
man is free, they tell us, when his choice is 
from himself, and we are warned off from any 
hi^er groand of inquiry, as if it were on* 
lawfol. Now, the fatalist might admit all 
that Willi perfect safety to his own theory, if 
you will aUow that each separate self is so 
constituted that a certain character of yoli- 
tions: will be inevitably or necessarily produced 
by It. for a mau is not free if he is neces* 
mtated in his volitions, and it matters not a 
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jpiurtiole whether the necessity ariseB out of 
his own constitution or out of external con-* 
striunt. In (^tlier CMe the cause ii placed 
l)eyond himself . 

The freedom of nuoi is not to be put in 
compftrison with liie freedom of ^ Creator. 
The choiee between ^ood uidevil is not before 
Gtoi. Thelaw is not over God, hiaA in Hhn. 
It is dte expression of His x>wn nature. There 
10 no such thing as obedience t»r disobedience 
with Bim. He is the fountain t>f pnritj. It 
were irrererent to tfaink of God as fr^ to do 
evil. 

Not so with &e creature. He is under 
Imw, and the vital question of freedom with 
him is in respect to his conduct toward God. 
He maj do wrong. The wrong volition is 
from himself ; but is he so constituted as to 
necessitate volitioim of this class? Might 
the same self that ehose to do wrong choose 
to do right ? Is the choice not oMj from 
himi^lf , but of himsd/, in such a maanw 
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thki tlae character of it is determined by liiiki, 
and is nat the resxdt ^ a chain of causes 
l^oing before ? If not, there is no freedom. 
The fjtmjQ^in tibit pouns a stream out of itsdf, 
^U{^ the stream is from itself, is not free 
in Ae act, becaose it mtMi 4o what it does. 
The stream ia from thefoontaki, hot it k also 
from sootetiiiBg h^y^Hid the fountain. It is 
ol its nature 4iat tins tesnik is produced. 
Xbere is no toUtion, no tknce, f^ I me 
i^eae mtseds s^rnonyknondy. The word volilioti 
aO Kp ro s ac fl bc^h the origin of mental activities 
and tibe ciqpadty of the mind to detemdne 
the ooQue and charai^er ef its own tncrve- 
Inents. It eiqpresses freedom both from ez- 
isrnal c<mstraint and ixinate necefsii^ 

Was there any tiling in t^ primary isatmfe 
of ^ batman to guide his fatal choice in 
the tramgression ? The wrong decision was 
from himself ; was it abo of hims^ ite his 
free act to whkh he was determined by no 
fatal bent of his natwre? Or was his nature 
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such tihat he mu9i decide and act as he dkl? 
If 60, he was deprared before the fall. If 
0Oy Ood made him deprared. No. He was 
not dquraTed. Ho was simply fre«! He 
ehose to do wrong, and it wodd be an ab- 
siirditj to say he cho9e to do so because he 
musi haye so diosen. The twa words are 
not correlati?e. Sb eoiUd de wrong, and 
did. Tl^re was no fatal prodtritj to efil 
b^orehand. If so, it must have been im- 



I^ressed on him by his Maker. Bui erii is 
contrary to God's nature ; it is enmity to 
God. God can not counter-work Himself, 
therefore He could not impress evil upon man. 

Sin originated with t^ creature. €bd 
had no hand in it. He never did and nerer 
can have any thing to do with it but to repress 
iuid punish it It is infinitely abh<»rrent te 
Him. It is rebellion against His goyemmwt^ 
But more of this hereafter. 

Man was not made, then, with a nature 
that necessitated his sin, nor were inflnenoes 
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brought to bear that necesthated it. He waA 
free. To be sure he was tempted. But the 
first smning creatare was not tempted— at 
least not from widi^it. N(Nr can temptation 
necessitate eompHanee. The tempter can oidy 
solicit ; he can not compel. He can inresent 
motives to sin, but Gh)d presents greats mo- 
tiyes against it. 

Eyen in otur present depraved condition we 
are free, for the agencies of grace so far 
connteryail onr depraved inclinations as to 
make repentance possible, so that he who 
lives in sin does so from dioice, not necesi^ity. 

Great infirmity of will, no doubt, super- 
venes updn the habitual indulgence of vicious 
propensities^ The eubjects of fiuch indul- 
gence often desire earnestly to recover them- 
selves from its dominion, and fail to do so. 
From this fact some have questioned the 
doctrine of freedom, and supposetl that man^s 
course is constrained by hii^ impulses. But 
it is to be observed, first, that in such cases 
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tkere is aa abnonxubl oonditioii both of mifid 
ukI body, so thai thejmay not be ieirlj rited 
ift ike argument ; aad, seeondlj, erea m sndi 
ecMft tbe man it conscioitt of a latent power 
ef will whidi he eonld asaert, and forego 1^ 
iiKbilgenoe^ And, indeed, this is somelimee, 
and not iuifreq«entij^ done. And tl^ con^ 
scionsness, always felt, and ocoasionaHj 
exemplified in praotieey is a mostconebisiye 
proof of man'd fireedom in his vojitiops. If 
in such cases of degeneracy, where, by a loog 
course of evil practice the lower propensitiefi 
are dereloped to their greatest activity aid 
pow^, and the will rendered in&rm by dis • 
use, it has still the forc^ t9 overcome, again^ 
such odds, its supremacy must be <^mfeseed» 
Certainly, great power must be iJlowed to 
impulses in their effect on human action, and 
mere impulse is utterly blind to any question 
of right or wrong. But every man knows that 
he can resist any impulse, however strongs 
Or if th^e are extreme eases of sudden 
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aronsetDent, allowing no tim^ for thought be- 
tween the impukd and the act, and the will is 
overborne by the impetaosity of paesion, such 
cases preset a species of moi^entary insanity, 
in which a man can not be held responsible ; 
unless, indeed, he is responsible for allowing 
himself to be in such a moral condition as 
will admit of so unhappy a phenomenon, 
between reason on the one hand, and impulse 
on the other; between God and law on the 
one hand, and appetite and passion on the 
other, the will sits arbiter, and is supreme. 
I have by no meio^s forgotten the fallen 
condition of man, nor the declarations of the 
i^HMtle in the serenth chapter of Romans, 
" Yfhm I would do good, eyil is present with 
me ;" *' the good that I would I do not, and 
the eyil that I would not tiiat do L'' Buty 
certainly, no one will daim that man's fallen 
conditit)n is his normal one, while even in this 
condition there is so much power of will, as I ' 
have already shown, as to prove its supremacy. 
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And as I have before saidf the grace <y£ God 
has so far restored the moral equilibriam as 
to give us the fjoll fovr&t of choice ia &e 
reception or rejection of the gospd. And 
upon ^at hinges the whole matter of our 
accountability. 

Men sometimes give unfair tests of the 
question. I have been asked if it is possi- 
ble for a man to will to inflict wanton craeltrf 
upon his child. It is a very rare thing, to be 
sure^ that tlie force of the will is carried to 
sudi an unbridled extent. Men do not often 
outrage at once reaso^i, affection and in- 
terest) by an erratic and wayward assertion of 
their liberty. Volition very quietly and imi- 
formly goes right wh^e interest, feeling and 
duty are all on the same side. It is only 
where there is some conflict that there is any 
occasion for choice. And yet, monstrous and 
unaccountable cases do occur sometimes, 
proving the latent power of will in an appall- 
ing manner. And does not every man feel 



,y Google 



MAir — WBSE, VALUm, RIUBSMSIK 8S 

that he has fiuch powi^ ? He knoirs that he 
will not ezert it, bat does he not also know 
that he could? 

The presence of motives is ike condition 
of the action of will. Men decide m view 
of motiyes. And our responsibility lies in 
the freedom of our dioice between good and 
bad motiyes. Otherwise yolition wonld be a 
blind, erratic power,, and ceuld not be, as it 
ia, the basis of responsibility. If a// thi» 
motiyes are on one side, in any giya^ in«^ 
stance, therefoie, yolition, vnih great imi- 
formity, takes ike conrie diey indicate. Bat 
where thwe are conflicting motiyes, some 
urging to one course and some to thd op- 
posite, the man's freedom becomes apparent 
in deciding between them. Nor is tiiere toy 
power in the greatest of several motives to 
carry the will invariably against the otherd. 
The decision may be, and sometimes is, on 
the side of the weaker motives. 

Man is not always free in his actions j for 
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he 18 often restrained by external agencies; 
Bat the will, where* there is any oocasion of 
choice, is always free, except in abnormal 
mental states. And hence it is that we esti- 
mate a man's character more by what we 
believe to be in him than by his external life. 
Whatever his course of condact under exXj&t 
nid restraints, if we believe him to be a man 
of vicious purposes, wq set him down for a 
bad man. Hia character is determined by Ui 
volitions. 

Let it be understood that by the term Will 
I mean a man's poww to select among all 
the various lines of conduct open to him any 
one for hinuielf , free from any predetermining 
cause in himself or out of himself, to neces- 
sitate his choice of the one he does select or 
his rejection of another. The mind is in no 
sense constructed upon mechanical prindi^es. 
You can not, as in mechanics, supply so much 
power in a given direction and be certain of 
the result* It is true that good influences 
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steadily brought to bear, especially in eariy 
life, generally produce good results upon 
diaracter. The will, as I have before said, 
is not a mere wayward power. It acts in 
Tiew of motives, and while motives are not 
<rf the nature of mechanical forces, yet the 
reason, judging of the value of the different 
motives, makes intelligent choice possible. 
^ Hence a certain degee of uniformity is 
ttsual in individual action and character. If 
it were not so, no government would be possi- 
ble. There is some uniformity of results i 
botih from right and wrong influences. But 
*1^s uniformity is not mechanical precision. 
Far from it. The will may become wayward, 
and often does so» 

But where the mind is in a normal condi- 
tion, the understanding clear, the affections 
and appetites duly adjusted, and all the mo- 
tives bear in one direction with great 
forcej the will rarely, if ever, sets itself 
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againat them. We shall have use for this f aet 
after a while. 

I have saidy in section four, that '^ moral 
right and wrong Ixnplj something more than 
conformity or non- conformity to a jnAe — that 
the conformity or non-conformity be causod 
by the subjeet of it, and not pnjdaced by ex- 
ternal agency." Now if a man's decision to 
do an act violating the law is the certain and 
necessary result of some malign tendencsy of 
his nature, that tendency is the cauae of the 
act. That tendency itself mmt hate been 
produced by some anterior cause, and in no 
just sense, if such be the fact, can it be 
traced tQ Uie man as the actual and responsi- 
ble cause. But men are free, without any 
necessitating tendency toward any given class 
of volitions. In this freedom is to be found 
the cause of a man's actions. They belong 
to him, not as light belongs to the sun, or heat 
to fire, or leaves to the tree, but in a much 
higher sense. They originate with him. 
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The leaf upon tibe oai of to-day may be 
traced back to tiie first oak, and so to Qod, as 
the final cause, for at no point does any free 
agent intervene between it and the Creator. 

Bat between God and man's act comes the 
man himseIf-:/r^. His persond existaice 
was caused by God, but that existence, being 
free^ is itself causative. His acts are his 
own. They originate widi himself. So of 
all intelligent beings. And wherever personal 
freedom is there is catMotian. And where a 
creature is endowed witiii this high quality, he 
is accountable to the Creator fcnrthe character 
of his acts. 

God created intdligent bdngs wha could 
sifty but established no chain of causes to pro* 
duce sin. Therefore, it is false to say that' 
God caused sin. It wiU not do to say that 
as God caused the sun and ibe sun light, so 
He (».used man s^d man sm. The cases are 
not at all analogous ; for the sun is not free, 
and Uierefore, not an originating cause, but 
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merely a link in a chain of eanaes. Man, on* 
ibe contrary^ being free, is an originating 
cause. EQs acticHis ure his own, for the reason 
that tihey can not be referred to any thing be- 
y<md him as giving direction to' them. Tkey 
originate in kia freedom. 

SECTION TII. 

Origin of Sin. 
We have now discovered the origin of 
sin. Mudi has been said and much written, 
to the infinite perplexity of good men, cm this 
Sttl^ect. I have little to add. In the volition 
of intelligent free agents sin originated. 
Many questions may be put as to tbe cir^m- 
stances under which the first sin was com- 
mitted, but the most complete knowledge of 
all the facts could not afiect the matter. It 
will but sore to confuse our minds to ask 
niMt caused the first sinn^to sin. There 
may have been something that occcuioned 
it| but he alone caused it, and the infamous 



,y Google 



UAJX-^nOM, WAlJJBSIf RXI»11IXD. 89 

distinction of originating sin must be his 
forever. 

Any partieolar seed will produce, by a tital 
necessity, a particular species of plant, so 
tiiat the seed does not originally cause the 
peculiar nature of the plant, but that cause 
must be found in something that went before 
and endowed the seed with the special func- 
tions that should produce just diat plant. 
Not so with the free mind. It waa endowed 
with no function to necessitate the production 
of evil purposes and actions. It produces 
them of its own suggestion. It originates 
the movement. 

We must not forget what has already been 
stated, that sin is an act, and a mental quality 
resulting from an act. It is not a thing 
made, but an act done. ^^ Sin is the trans- 
gression of the law." The law is God's, the 
transgression is man's. 

The more we look any where else for the 
" origin of sin" the more perplexity will we 
find. 
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8EGTIOH VIII. 

Liability to Sin a Necessary Incident to the 
, Human Constitution. 

Man most have been made eesentiallj dif- 
ferent — so. that he would have been some- 
thing else and not man really — to preclude 
the possibility of sin. He must have been 
constituted an invotwatary being. 

In that case there could have been no 
moral government. Physical necessity must 
have been the only law. There could have 
been no sin certainly — no more could there 
have been virtue. Under such a constitution 
there could be no disobedience — nor could 
there be obedience in the proper sense of the 
term. There could be only forces and their 
results. 

Is such a condition compatible with the 
existence of spiritual essences? Is not 
spontaneity of action essential to spiritual 
being ? It does seem so to me. 

This is true of the, Divine Essence. But 
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in Him this spontar eitj is in no danger of 
coming into conflict witli the law, because He 
is the source of the law. His volition is tiie 
law. In subordinate beings, on the contrary, 
spontatieity has for a necessary incident the 
possibility of conflict with the supreme will, 
which is the law. For the law is not sub- 
jective in them, is in God, but objective to 
them. Therefore it is possible, and must be 
go, inasmiich as they are free, for them to 
assume at will uiy attitude towaard it. They 
may obey or not. There is nothing in them 
to necessitate the one more than the other of 
these results. 

In the unfallen man, no doubt, the tone of 
the afiections and a{>petites was favorable to 
obedience, and had he been true to himself he 
would have been faitliful to his Creator. 
But the desire for knowledge — ^not in itself 
wrong*-was made the ground of temptation. 
Knowledge seemed to lie in the direction of 
disobedience. Here yfere contending motives, 
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and so a demand for the exercise of dioice* 
On neither side did tlie motives amount to 
compulsion. The man was &ee. He could 
conform to the healthy tone of his oim af- 
fections, or he could do violence to this normal 
state of the heart, by enthroning over it the 
desire of knowledge. This he didh 

It is to creatures endowed with this self- 
impelling capacity that moral government is 
adapted. Physical laws are not adjusted to 
them. Force, and tiie inevitable effect of 
force, are the essence of this class of laws. 
They are never disobeyed. Their supremacy 
is in the single fact of force. Moral Is^, on 
tlie oilier hand, addresses a free person, 
through motives, and may be resisted. Its 
supremacy is seoired by a final resiurt to 
penalties. These penalties are of the nature 
of physical laws, iox their administration 
proceeds by mere force. But when a soul 
comes under this mechanical dispensation 
vidence is done to its very nature, and tlie 
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dreadful compulfloiy state to whudi it is re- 
duced 18 called death* 

The mind p^oeiyee, intaitiydy, that moral 
law belongs to a sphere infinitely higher &an 
physical law. The one is a goremment of 
persons^ the oilier of things. In moral gor* 
emment there are jnstice, aQthority^ |Hrotec- 
tion, reward, addressing an intelligent being 
ci^^able ^f responding to these high facts. In 
physical gpvemm^t tkere is just simply power 
on one side and psMivity on the other. The 
reciprocfktion in the one case is between Di- 
vine anthority and intelligent yolition— -in 
the other betwe^ power and its object 

Where ikete is'moral law, then, there nmst 
be intdligent, free subjects. In other words, 
there must be persons. Man must be what he 
is. He must be mxs^ The corollary of this 
is, he must be eapcAle qf sinning. This is 
as inevitable as mathematical tniih, and it is 
pore folly to say that Oroi conld ordain it 
otherwise. It is afllrming that of power whidi 
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. is net in its nature. The rery existence of 
moral goyemment, then, and of creatrares capa- 
bk'of Uiii sort of goyemment, inyolyes the 
po0sibiliij of sin. 

To ayoid the posfdbilii^ of sin, the Creator 
mittt be nded down to the prodaotien of sndi 
creatures as arelegitimately goyemed by mere 
farce. There must be none ereated of that 
high order that can recognize and freely re- 
spond to reyelations of jnstiee, tmth, loye, 
mercy and authority. The nniyerse must be 
stripped of all its diyinest and most precious 
meaoii^. 

If any c^ould say that tiie moral attributes 
of God might be so displayed as to address 
the soul witli such power as would enforce 
obedience — diat audb motiyes might be sup- 
pHed as would be an effectual guard against 
temptations to sin, I reply — 

1. Any enforcement of obedience brings 
us back to the reign of physical law— mere 
f eree. It makes the soid act in a mer6 me- 
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diajucal way. But ^e have seea that sgoxt- 
tao^itj is an inh^e&t qus^tj of apirituai ea- 
aeneea. Tliia is an javerment of our deq^oat 
consciousness. We have also soen daat jui 
act can have no moral character except it be 
voluntary. No matter what the method of 
enforcement be, whether by flie agency of ir- 
resistible motives or otherwise, the very fact 
of enforcement destroys the voluntariness of 
an act, and, as a consequence, leaves in it no 
moral quality whatever. 

2. Yet it is true that where the motives in 
any case are fully understood, and all (m one 
side, the mind doei almost always dioose 
confom^ably with the motive. 

3. Ood's moral attributes can be revealad 
to man <mly in words or works. In both 
methods Ood did jwveal bims^ to the first 
mux in such a manner as to supjdy motives of 
the rij^t sort, and I can not doubt that the 
manifestation God made of His attributes was 
as full as it was possible to make it in tl» 
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-w&Ab af creation utd ^royidence, and alto in 
a rerelalion by the means of language. The 
ooeasion of a more tonehing expression of His 
diara^r did not th^ exist. 

4. Man^s sin furnished thai occasion. 
The atonement is just that highest expression 
of God which furnishes motives the moat 
effectual that can be presented to intelligent 
creatures. I shall enquire hereafter what maj 
be hoped i(ys from these motives. 

& The very etoments of his spiritual nature 
jiupplied the occasion of temptation. It couM 
not have been otherwise. The opportunity to 
gain knowledge before one so constituted was 
a strong enticement. The motive was a pow- 
erful one, and to have been secure from that 
motive he must have been created something 
less than man. Now, here is the condition of 
choice— motives on eadi side. From the v^ 
fact of his freedom, it is in his power to choose 
either. 
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The crefttion of spiritual beings, then, reii'^ 
iiered die possibility of sin inevitable. 

And may we not say, that if the work of 
oreation had stopped Bhort of this great act— 
the production of spiritual essences— there 
would have been no end reached diat we can 
conceive of as being worthy of the creative 
intelligence ? The material universe, with all 
its beauty and grandeur, has Ho signiiScance 
until you contemplate it as the theatre of in- 
tdligent life. The mind can not rest upon 
anything short of this, as-'the object which 
Ood proposed to himself in His great work. 

SECTION IX. 

Sow Supremacy is Maintained in Moral 
Government. 

]>oes not the liberty of the subject, in moral 
government, pat the authority^ of the ruler in 
peril ? It does not ; for sov^eignty main- 
tains itself in the last resort by Power. The 
offender, proving himself unworthy of a gov- 
ernment of motives, is degraded to tlie level 
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of physical control, and the supreme aathority 
secures itsdf by the infliction of penalties. 
Authority may be resisted in the first instance, 
but it falls back upon Power for the effectual 
assertion and vindication of itself. <' The 
seul that sinneth, it shall die.'' It shall be 
placed under a regime that disregards its 
freeness, violates its spontaneity, and domi- 
nates it by mere force. Thus is violence done 
to its highest and most essential nature, and 
so it suffers death. 

This is the bound set to the freedom of the 
creature— the barrier which secures the throne 
of God against the rebellion of EQs subjects, 
—the safeguard of the universe against An- 
archy. 

That is a very unworthy view of the Divine 
Sovereignty which represents it as being un- 
able to maintain itself otherwise than by etcnr- 
nal decrees, putting the course of events and 
actions in grooves from the beginnkg. God 
is not. so nicely and ticklishly poised upon 
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Hi0 throne fhat He miiBt dread to be jostled 
bj tbie hostile act of free creatures. He has 
resources of power tod irisdom to provide 
agaiDst every eminrgencj. It is His preroga- 
tive, to interfere with the freedom of His 
creatures at any point where He may see it 
necessary. He will not stdTer the peace of the 
universe to be broken with impunity. Those 
who despise His autiiority will find that they 
are ^^rui^ng upon l^e thick bosses of His 
buckler.*' 

Civil governments proceed upon the same 
method. The State does not compel obedi- 
ence, but checks crime with a strong hand. 
It utters its wUl, sets the motives of good citi- 
aenship before the subject ; but beyond this it 
doee not proceed imtil the criminal act is com- 
mitlked. TSl then the dtizmi is free— free to 
commit that act. Th^ c<mies coercion. The 
aid of f(m)e is called in in the inta*e6t of (lie 
law. 

So is man free under the Divine Goven- 
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nient— free men to ccoamit sin^to disregard 
tbempreiQiMsyaf Crod. Bat if lie wiU not duly 
rererence that 8ii{Hr«mae7 &§ a free^ent, ke 
miiat bow under its last aaaertion in the depri- 
yation of his liberty. 

It is a dreadful altematiTe f (»r a being of 
the essence of whose nature is the i^tribnte of 
freedom. It touches and blights his werj life. 
It Tielates his nature. But it is the onlj «q>e- 
dient by whidi the Spyereign caii maintain 
himself and secure the interests of nK>rid goT- 
emment 

SXCTION z. 

Inherited Depravity. 
QSds whole matter is greatly complicated by 
the fact of inherited evil. Not only pain, and 
sorrow, and mief (Hrtime come to us irresistibly^ 
but diere is also & deplorable tendency to moral 
eyil inherent in the spiritual e(m8titution. It 
iSf in fact, more than a mere tendency to evil. 
Evil itself is inwrought into our vei^ being as 
we i^oo^o into the world. 
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It is extremely cUffieult to sitfkte .predsdy 
^lAidA this inherent depravity— this " original 
sin"— consists o£. In general tearms, it is 
alienation hom God. The wh(de mind, and 
heart go after earthly things. Gt)d is net 
loved. The creature is set above the Cre^Uor. . 

This is the natural condition o£ man since 
the fall, and if he w^e left in this eondkion, 
w^ may admit that he would not be free in 
regard to mattery of religion. The will wo^ 
be impotent. For there seems to be a sort j^f 
spiritual paralysis— a want of power even 
perceive or desire that which is holy. Spirit^ 
ual motives take slight effect upon the- mind. 

Man is in an ^bnormi^ morbid conditioj^, 
jspirittttdly. A malignant disord^ of the so«l 
has possession of him. He is full of ^^ wo\md$, 
bruises and putrifcying sores." 

Every descendant of the first ma^ is in this 
condition. It is thefruit of the first sin. ix 
commitdng that act of disobedience, Adam was 
the representative of his race. A sinful act. 
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tifi I hare before said, induces a sinful state. 
And 80 intimate, is this state»80 thoroughly 
does it ii^ere in our nature— that it is trans- 
laitted from father to son. It comes to Us 
through the representative relation of our &rst 
fath^ to his posterity. 

But we have asserted the separate personal- 
ity and responsibility of each indiyidual. How 
does this consist with ihe hypothesis tkat one 
man representatirely inyolres the whole race 
in such 4readful evil ? Is not my personality 
sunk in my relation to this representlitiye 
man? 

It might be legitimate here to appeal to that 
ultimate arbiter— consciousness. I am con- 
scious of my separate, individual relation to 
law. 

Tet, also, am I stnmgely and most inti- 
matdy related to other persons, and in a way 
ihat affects deeply hoik diaracter and well- 
being. In the matter of {^roperty^ of educa- 
tion, and to a very large ^t^t of character 



,y Google 



MAJX-^nOM, FALIiBN^ SiEDlSMXD. 53 

also, the cMld is greatly dependent upon the 
parent or guardian. The condition of a wh^e 
nation is determined by the character of its 
rulers and representative men. If they foster 
industry, commerce, education and virtue, the 
people will be prosperous and happy ; and in- 
dividual development will correspond to the 
influences brought to bear. A man bom and 
reared among savages must, per force, be a 
savage. 

In short, the mental, moral and phyMcal 
condition of a man are largely influenced by 
his relations with other men. 

The hypothesis of a representative relation- 
ship between men is, then, in keeping with 
our observation oT facts. The principle, out 
of which the fact grows, may lie somewhat 
deeper than we are well prepared to fathom. 
Still that it is a fact no one can deny. And 
in the light of this fact it seems eminently 
reasonable that the Jirst m«n— the parent of 
the race — should stand in a vitaUy represen- 
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tative relation to the rest ^^ By one man sin 
eDterod into the vorid, and death by sin." 

But what becomes of personal responsibil- 
ity in view of this fact ? In answer to this I 
remark — 

1. With respect to the condition rei^nlting 
from ovr relations generally, there remains 
large room for individual liberty. The savage 
must, from his surroundings, be a savage of 
liecessity. But it is within the scope of his 
own liberty to be a very good savage, or a 
very bad, or an average one^ He can not but 
take on the general type of the life in the 
midst of which he is developed, but tjiere ia 
large variety of iiklividual life under the type. 
With respect to the law that comes to him he. 
is free. 

86 with all men. Within dte limit of cir- 
cumstantial restraint there is always more or 
less scope for free choice and action. So far 
as sheer drcumstances mould a man, he is not 
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accountable ; so far as there is spontaneity, iDe 
is accoontable. 

2. With respect to our depraved condition, 
as it Tesnlts from our connection with the first 
transgressor, and the spiritual impotencj for 
good therefrom resulting, I have several thingg^ 
to say. 

First. Out Creator has provided a second 
Adam, whose representative relation to us 
places us on a footing as advantageous as if 
we had never been involved in the fall. 

Secondly. The gracious influences of ihe 
cross so far countervail our depraved propen- 
sities as to make repeiktance and sdvat^n 
possible to every man. 

Thirdly. I can not suppose that the human 
family would have been permitted to multiply 
under the fatal influences of the fall but for the 
counteracting agencies of the redemption. 

Thus even fallen man i^ graciotHsly endowed 
with the capacity to act for himself in respect 
to the claims of the Divine Government, and 
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those claims, through the Go&pel, have been 
adjusted to his condition. Hence, all are 
without excuse, and ^^ ev^.one of us must 
give account of himself to God. " And herein 
is &e force of our Savior's upbraiding acci»a- 
tion : ^^ Ye will not come to me that je mi^ 
have life.** 

The result of all which is, that though the 
matter is complicated in the details of it by 
the fallen condition of man, in the end the 
result is just the aame^ so far as his freedom 
is concerned. The djisabilities of die fall are^ 
so far counteracted fus that man acts freely in 
accepting or rejectin^^ ssdvation. 

SBCTION XI. 

The Atonement. 

Our investigation has brought us quite up 
to the stupendous fact of the JiUmemetii^ 
which is, I verily believe, the key of all the 
mysteries which cluster about the existence of 
evil. We have seen that by virtue of it free- 
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dom remainfi to mair in his deprayed condi- 
tion. Beyond thiait discloses a glorious fact 
in a new and most affecting manner. That 
fact is QoD^B liOYB TO His Crbatubbs. 

^^God BO loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son.'' Behold the gift I It 
at once declares ihe/aet, and gives the m^o^- 
ure of the love of God. ^^ He gave His only 
begotten Son"-- gave Him to ns, and tot ns ! 
In this the clnri^tian revelation outdoes, im- 
measurably, aU the suggestions of^ natural 
religion. The mind that receives the grand 
fact of Redemption can never deeply question 
the beneficence of ike Creator. He can not 
regard the Deity as a Malign Power. There 
maybe much in the divine administration that 
has a sinister seeming, and that he can not 
fully understand. But this resplendent exhi- 
bition of love overcomes all such perplexities. 
In its light he can rejoice, and shout ^^Godis. 
love" in the face of every contradiction. 

But the Redemption is not completed. Man 
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10 not say^d by a m^e act of beneficent power. 
Being free, hb must hknself respond to the 
saiying agencies. !Fhe Atonement ig complete ; 
but the miniBtries of grace set on foot by its 
meiuui dre in the midst of their work, and 
human activities mast co-operate with the 
BiriiM in order to the great result The good 
and evil are in their death-s1a*aggle. The facts 
aridng under tibis state of things are very com- 
plex. No wonder if th^re should be much that 
ndth^ you nor I caen comprehends In tiiis 
th^re is nothing to discredit faith— th^e is 
only scope for its «iercise. If you discard 
the Atonement you still have ike same un- 
happy facts to account for ; andj in that case, 
you have no<liing to help you in the solution. 
But to l^e Christian the Atonement is a greafr 
sun rising upon tins darkness. God did create 
man liable to evil— He could do no odierwise 
if He created stick a being as man. Man did 
actually fall into evil— but in that sad state 
God pursues him with infinite loving pity. 
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His Son becomes incarnate for our redemp- 
tion. 

I do not claim that, up to this point, we 
have any help from the atonement in the solu- 
tion of &e dark qqestions of our existence, 
beyond these two facts. 

1. That it clears the Dbme administration 
of all blame in connection with the deprared 
condition of man* It furnishes an ample rem«> 
edy against the eiils of the fall. 

2. It is a glorious disclosure of the fact that 
God is love. 

And consequent upon these two facts is this 
proposition: Thai the christian theory of 
the fall and the redemption^ furnishes^ 
beyond ail comparison thernost satisfac" 
tory solution of the existence of evil that 
has ever been submitted to the mind qf 
men. 

But I am anticipating. The meaning of 
the Atonement will be more amply considered 
in another chapter. 
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SBCTION XII. 

Is it well that Man was Made f 

Man was created with those sublime endow- 
ments which necessarily involved the possibil- 
ity of sin— and the catastrophe followed ! The 
fearful possibility has become a fact. 

And now, in the midst of his sin and sorrow, 
man will call in question the work of his 
Maker— he will ask, ^^ Is it best that I was 
created, and that my race is in existence V^ 

To a mind already embittered and angry 
against Qod and his work, and disposed to 
cavil, it may be impossible to make an andwer 
that will be acceptable. Those there are who, 
in their wretchedness, and shame, and guilt, 
feel that to them, at least, life is no boon. 
They have been beaten back and baffled in all 
their proudest aspirations, and blinded by self- 
ish vanity and lust, so that life is only a mis- 
erable disappointment. There are some of 
whom our Savior said, " it had been better for 
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ih«m if they had not been bom.*' They have 
attempted to aceomplish life's end by thwart- 
ing God's methods. To them in their discom- 
fitoFe— in the agony of defeat and oyerthrow— 
in dieir perverse determination to fight it ont 
against God— it may never become apparent 
that "He doeth all things well." 

But to sneh as may have gone with ns in 
the investigation up to this point, and are in- 
genuously disposed to accredit God's plans, 
the following conclusions will be apparent : 

1. Life becomes a curse to no man but by 
his own. fault. 

2. God has^made an infinite outlay of mer- 
cies to forestall our self-destruction. He has 
given his Son to redeem us. 

8. Life, in intelligent intercourse with the 
Creator, and reaUsing the destiny to wMch Be 
invites ns, is a glorious thing. It z> worth 
while to exist, even amid the. hazards of temp- 
tation, with ikese grand opportunities. 

4. Th6«miseries of those who trifle with life's 
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sacred hope& are no good groaad of fanlt- 
findiBg witb the creative work, so fraught with 
potential good for all, and ac^i^ good for 
many— life on bo high a level as to recognise 
and rejoice in the Infinite Life-^life sunning 
itself in tiie Infinite Light. 

5. After all, die mere foci that the world 
has been created, is sufficient proof that it was 
right and wise. There c^i be no satisfying 
view of God short of this, that every attribute 
of essential being has its ultimate expression 
in EQm. In Him, dien, is the ultimate wisdom 
and the ultimate love. The end of all right- 
thinking in this direction is, that God's work 
is ri^t, and that we need no better evidenee 
of the fact that it is right Ihan the mere fact 
that it is His work. It is our wisdom -to ac- 
cept our own existence wi^h gratitude, and to 
strive after the high ends proposed to us by 
tiie Creator. 

6. But God can not be displeased when we 
revwently inquire into His methods. He is 
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glorified in oar understanding, so far as we 
grasp Hip piMia and appreciate HiHoselL 

SBOTIOir XIII. 

Speculation loUhin due Limits, right. 

The speculations upon which I propose to 
enter in the next diapter are designed to ascer- 
tain, if possible, something with respect to 
God's purposes and dispositions as they appear 
in the Atonement. I tr^st I shall not be oyer 
bold. The Bible contains the pnlj positive 
formula of truth in religioiMi matters. All 
speculation must check itself at the point 
where it threatens to come intp collision with 
that Book. If a man's reason conducts him 
to the clearest conviction of the inspired char- 
acter of the Bible, it must be the standard of 
Divine truth for him ever after. This is my 
case. The claims of the Holy Scriptures have 
been fully admitted in my prof oundest thought, 
and have become, therefore, the basis of Faith. 
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What I hs^e yentored to propose in the follow- 
ing pages keeps this fact in fall yiew. 

Bat I can not allow that m; theory is mere 
specolaiion. There seems to me to be some 
positive intimation of it in &e Scriptures. I 
claim not only &at it does not dash with any 
tradi of Beyelation, but that^ if not positively 
set forth, it is at least strongly suggested in 
tiie Word of God. 

The principal thought in my theory is not 
original with me, though I have never seen any 
discussion, nor even an elaborate statement of 
it. Isimply offer my reflections, confident that 
whatever of good sense and tiruth may be in 
them win be accepted and valued by candid 
men. 
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SSCTIOK I. 

The Atonement primarily Jksigned for Man^ 

We have sofii tihat God, i& tbe huBi resort, 
maintftipfl fiis awtiiority hy fore^. B«t iorthe 
case of Man, He has profiled also aiMther 
method— -one which a>nteiQplate& the. pavdon 
of sin. Tbe Son of God beewte iAcaniate 
that He might be ^e Kocoih^U^. Owt sin 
was laid on Hinv^ He suffered our ptoidty. 
Upon this basis pardon is offered to all men. 
And it is only nppn the final rejection of 
Christ that any man is made to suffer the eon- 
sequences of his own sin. The Atonement is 
a supreme effort of love to hmg l^t mm b^k 
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to their trae relations with God. But there is 
no coercion in it. M^ may refuse this 
method, and then nothing remains but thdr 
subjugation. If they will not be reconciled j 
they mu9t be sidfjugateiL 

The Atpnement is set ov^ against the fall. 
It stai^ds upon the representative principle. 
The first man sins. If he shall suffer the fall 
consequences of this act, he can hare no pos- 
terity. The effect will begin and end in him- 
self. Bat God introduces ike Atonement. 
The penalty is^susp^ded. CMdren are bom. 
The htmian rac^ is multiplied. 

We can not doubt tibat this multiplication 
of men^ under a fallen condition, stands in 
immediate connection with the Atonement. 
God would not have suffered a single man to 
take existence xmAet such disabilities if He 
had not provided the remedy. The first rep- 
resentative personage involves us — ^the second 
extricates; 

I doubt not tiliat man is Hie only being ac- 
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taaUy redeemed by the death of Obirist. M 
our nature He became subject to the law — 
/or us He died. It is fiian atone that is thu« 
saved from sin. 

But may tWe not be an indirect result o£ 
the atonement wider than this ? 

8ECTIOK II. 

Oomervative JEjfect of ike Aton&nent. 

May we not safely say that it is as impor- 
tant ^ prevent sin as to rescue the sinner 
after the fact of his guilt ? And may it not 
be one office of the Atonement to forestall re- 
bellion in those regions where it has never 
occurred? Perhaps upon examining the his- 
tory and diaracter of this great Act in the 
government of God, we may discover that it 
is as perfectly adapted to iJiis object as to the 
more direct one of saving those already in- 
volved in g!3ult. Nothing strikes or \gratifies 
&e intelligent christian more than this fact : 
that the Plan of Salvation is exactly contrived 
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to me^t all tbe «nergencie9 aod guard all the 
int^Mta coimected witii ma^'fi r^mptioQ* 
Hd discoyecs t)iat the aet of pardon betrays 
no weakness — ^that it is not the result, of a 
piere amiable attention to the miseries o{ tiie 
sinner while other vital intere9ts are f orgotteiL 
It is not a m^re loose administration of dem- 
ency, that may overlook the safeguards of eze- 
catiTe aathority and allow oimeto ^^ nm riot'' 
in the universe. The hwfj hand is not re- 
moved. Sin is not treated a9 a iaivial thing. 
The death penalty is not, in a single iastaDioe, 
set aside.^ So deeply is this trae that even the 
Son of God himself 9 when he undertook to save 
man from hvi dins, could accomplish it onlj by 
crying in bis. place. No one who understands 
*tiiis great fact can ever doubt th# fidelity of 
God to those immutable principles which must 
be inviol^ in order to a perfect, or even safe, 
administration of government. If our.faith in 
the ultimate Justice and the ultimate Truth, 
as they have their expression in the ultimate 
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Sxicitence, could once be &hakeli, then there 
could remain for us no gtoftnd of faith what- 
ever. Or if in the ultimate Existence, which 
is God, there could be shown to be short- 
coming, and it could be demonstrated that 
Truth and Justice are not ultimate (that is, 
absolute) m Him, then the last guarantee of 
good gOyemment would be swept away, and 
the last hope of intelligent creatures for safety 
by nieans of an administration, whidi should 
be an immutable protection aga&st evil, must 
perish. 

Against tiiis the Atonement gives assur- 
ance. Even the Son of God, when he as- 
sumes our sin, must *' taste death.'* Not 
even He could stand in the sinner's place 
"Without touching the sinner's doom. Not 
HIS case even could be made exempt. Then 
Justice in God is ultimate, and the universe 
is safe. Right and wrong can never be con- 
founded in the Divine Administration. ** God 
<)an be just and the justifier of him that be- 
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lieveth " in Jesus, <' Justice itself can jus- 
tify the unjust" through the intercession of 
the immaculate Suffers. Sin may be par^ 
doned in them for whom the substitute died. 

Now, if we should discover in the death of 
Christ an equal adaptation to the proventioo 
of sin amongst those who have n^ver fallen, 
will it not enhance, in our eyes, the gloiy of 
the Divine Administration ? *'God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoev^ believeth in Him shoidd not 
.perish, but have everlasting life." What if 
it should appear that that same supreme ex- 
pression of love that has our world for its &s1| 
object, is too full and ample to be confined 
within this limit and overflows upon the uni- 
verse ? What if it turns out that this agency 
of redemption for us is a conservative agency 
for all those intelligent creatures 'who have 
never sinned, and that the universe is to be 
held in its allegiance to God by this means ? 

It is certainly, at least, not impossible that 
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the life and death of the ^^ Man of Soirows" 
have all this meaning. The supposition is 
not absurd. It may be true. The waves of 
infinite love, agitated by the death-pain of 
Jesus, may wash all the shores of et^n:iity 
and of being. The mind throbs and glows 
with joy in.contempIating it as a mere possi- 
bility, 

SECTlOl!! III. 

Commumty (f InteUigent Natures. ^ 

There seems to be a community of all in- 
telligent natures, which favors the supposi- 
tion, that any event of vital interest to one 
class must have some meaning for all. It can 
scarcely be doubted that there is this commur 
nity of nature. All are constituted upon one 
model. There may be many modifications^ 
but in the essential elements of their nature 
all intelligent creatures are certainly alike. 
The intellectual, affectional and volitional at- 
tributes are^ I doubt not, essentially the same 
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in all. Tiie intercourse of angels with men, 
as set fordi in the Scriptures, indicates this. 
Whatever accidental differences there may he 
between them and men, the basis of conscious 
life is the same. Understanding, reason, 
memory, love, gratitude, adoration, joy, sym- 
pathy, repugnance, volition, enter into angelic 

life. 

** Men are allied 
To angels On the better side.'' 

And those stiperior b^ngs recognise the rela- 
tionship. They interest themselves in us in the 
most hearty maniier. The scripture account 
of their ministry on the earth clearly indicates 
this. 

They are subjects of the same government. 
Incidental differences of administration, adap- 
ted to the different circumstances of the case, 
do not interfere with the essential unity of the 
Divine Government. There can be no reason- 
able doubt that the decalogue is essentially 
the constitution of the moral government of 
the whole universe. To love God supremely 
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and his fellow as himself, is the standard of 
right fo!* every intelligent creature. The mani- 
festation of this in obedience to God and in 
affectionate Services rendered to fellow crea- 
tores constituted right living in heaven as well 
as on earth. Some variation of specific law 
neces&arily arises out of the variety of condi- 
tion and circumstances in the (^te of different 
classes of beings. But the essential princi- 
ples 6f the law are l£e same for all, Vecause 
the nature of all is essentiallj the same. 

It is not, therefore, at all unreasonable that 
any great event in the government of God 
should haVe some bearing upon the interests 
of its subjects in every part of it. And 'the 
incarnation of the Son — God infleshing him- 
self — ^lowering himself to the human and rais- 
ing ihe human to himself, must certainly be 
regarded as an event of the very first rank in 
the history of His government. The more so 
as this event is the cei^tral fact of a great de- 
parture fromHhe ordini^ry course of' govem- 
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ment. The Diyine administration of the af- 
fairs of oar world is exceptional and uiomal- 
onsu Sin is not met by the prompt ^^iforce- 
ment of the penal^. Crime has appar^t 
impunity. Good and eril trench npon each 
other, and are mingled in the most grotesque 
and reyolting manner. Wrong is often tri- 
nmphant and regnant. It seems certain that 
God has ali^^s heretofore maintained the 
same well-defined separation of ihe good and 
eyil in fact as distinguishes them in principle. 
This anomalons state of affairs is a neces- 
sary incident of the redeeming agencies 
appointed for the salvation of man. But so 
graye an irregularity — so yital a dq)artare 
from the ordinary course of law, must stand 
in connection with some grand purpose of the 
Creator. And it can certainly he no matter 
of surprise if we discover that this purpose 
contemplates a result beyond the destiny of 
one world. Indeed, we should rather expect 
to find it a central fact, readiing in its 
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effect the utmost limit of being m spaee Aid 
duration, 

SECTION IV. 

Angelic Interest in the Work <ff Christ. 

<< The angels desire to look into these 
things." This can scarcely be the mere in- 
terest of curiosity^ and it may involye some- 
thing more than sympathy. It might be the 
interest of holy natures in this lyxangest and 
most touching manifestation of God^ and it 
might also include a direct personal interest 
of their own in the whole matter. It is clearly 
implied that there is in the advent and suffer- 
ings of Christ somewhat more than they com- 
prehend. There are depths they have not 
fathomed. Long before they witnessed the 
Birth in Bethlehem and shouted oyer it, ^^ glory 
to God in the highest," they had been em- 
ployed as messengers to men to prepare them 
for the great event. But it seems that not 
only the prophets, but the angels even, 
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** tnew not'' the high import of the prophecy. 
They knew God was preparing some great work, 
and qniyered with speechless joy npon each 
new development in connection with it, until 
in the manger they saw the wonder of the uni- 
verse abd raised the shout, whose echoes are 
still mingling with " the music of the spheres.'' 
They hung upon his steps and watched Him 
until they laid their loving wings about Him 
in the Agony, and hovered in the air, astoun- 
Aed spectators of ihe Cross. They certainly 
knew What was the immediate purpose of all 
this — the redetnption of man ; but connected 
with i$ there w^»— and this they knew — 
things they had never seen. There were dis- 
coveries yet to be made. Was there some 
perception of the fact that their own destiny 
stood in some way connected with the Gross ? 
One of them "rolled the stone away" from 
the sepulchre, and pointed the women to the 
empty tomb. ** Behold the place where they 
laid Him." The heavenly host received Him 
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yAm he ascended ^p, and welcomed Bm ^ 
a oonquwor. " Lift up your heads ye gate(»y 
and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doois> tl^i^ 
the King of Glory may come in." A|i4 «o 
" the Lord,, the Lord mighty in battle/' vas 
recdiyed from the bloody field just wm^ and 
crowned and throned with the adoration of 
celestial Princedoms. 

^ In the visions of.Pataos how incessantly 
angels come and go and w<^l^ amid the agen- 
cies of redemption. And in the last day it is 
a mighty angel, who, with one foot upcMBi the 
earth and one upon the sea, lilts his right 
hand to heaven and swears by Him that liveth 
forever and ever that time shall be no longer. 
The final blast of the trump of God shall be 
sounded by an angel. ^^ All die angels of 
God" shall accompany Christ when He comes 
to wind up the affairs of His government on 
earth, and in the midst of the Judgment seene 
^Mhe angels shall come forth and sever the 
wicl^ from among the just." . 
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From this intimate Gonneotion of angels 
widk the history of the Atonement from first 
to last I rsdse a jnrciBiimption — and claim for 
it only the yalue of a presumption— that they 
are in some way personally involved in its 
results. 

SSCTIOK V. 

. Mist or y of Sin. 

Fully in keeping with the theory of the 
community of nature and interest among all 
intelligent creatures, set forth in a preceding 
' section, is the fact that sin was introduced 
into, our world by the agency of a being of 
anoAer classr-the de^l. Not only do good 
angels interest themselves in man's case, but 
malignant angels, also, do the same, with a 
very different feeling, no doubt ; but still the 
fact of interest manifested by them, though 
it be an evil interest, betrays a species of 
community. There must evidently be a com 
mon understanding of facts between them. 
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and a common appreciation of motives, or tlie 
one could not have tempted tlie other. The 
tempter could otherwise have had no access 
to mind or heart. 

But the history of sin has a still more direct 
bearing upon the matter in hand. 

It may be that we have not this dreadful 
history in full. What we do know is that, 
first, angds sinned, and secondly, through 
Iheir agency man was induced to sin. 

At this point sin became aggressive. 
GFod had made a new world, and a new race 
of intelligent beings to inhabit it. A malig- 
nant creature, prepared by previous defection 
from God ^or such work, set himself to the 
task of alienating this new oreature ^om the 
Creator, and succeeded. Sin became enter- 
prising and infectious. Is creative benefi- 
cence to be forestalled thus ? Is the Infinite 
Love to be defeated ? 

Just at this juncture, when sin becomes 
aggressive^ God sets up a standard against 
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it Ju8t at this pointy w}iere the tide of evil 
begins to oyerflow> God raises a breakwater 
for the protection o^ th^ uniyerse. Just where 
the legions of the enemj organize and begin 
the havoc of inyaaion, the Captain of Salya« 
tion meets them. 

Is there no significance ia this history? 
That the Atonement should come ia just hereby 
does that mean nothing ? 

I can scarcely doubt t^at the earth is tli^ 
battle field of the Umverse— the Marath(Hi of 
Jehovah's E^npire. ODhQ supreme conflict cul- 
minate4 iipoA Calvary. 

Dignity is not in magnitudes, but in eventa. 
The earth ranks low in the planej;ary system 
in point of size, but it is llie place of first cor- 
sequence in the history of God's government. 
It is the centre of universal obs^ation and 
interest. Here transpired the great event that 
stands first in dignity and value, and in the 
extent of its consequences. Here the Cham- 
pion of t^he invaded and threatened Universe 
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gi^rded himself and m»% the adfersary. Here 
He toiled, a^d fought, ao^id suffered, and died, 
and Qonquered for eiQrth, and iieaven, and ^ 
ir^Qfl^ds. Through etemitj, peihjqps,^ yi8H<W 
£cQia r^notest worlds maj7 flodc to tinspoim^ 
jiwet satisfied till they see the place where the 
DeUyeser suffered. 

SBCTION VI. 

Sow ihe Gross ajfects those Glasses of^hiteHi" 
, ^ent Bemgs who have neper Sinned* 

We have seen ini Chapter n that die ineeal 
govermiMnt is not one of foree^ but of mch 
Mnts. Nor can we, for a moment, reoeiTO 
tiia^ theory whidi regards motives as a apCH 
cies of force, producing eSeole with medniii- 
kal eertainty, so that, when several molivisiB 
we pveeent the strongest inefitaUy dominates 
tile mind. The presence <rf motives k tkexms- 
diiionoi voluntary action and -choice, but tiie 
mind ia choosing* acts freely.- Otherwiie 
mental aetivity would he a mere mediauioal 
optfiition% t . 
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But wd ^T6 seen abo that wlttk this free- 
dom is aa esBdatial qEsi^tj o£ intelllg^t 
nfttores, a&d while they ire iMiconirMtd by 
motitesy but aot freely irith r^sei^e to them, 
yet TolitioB ie not neoeisairily ee^dom 
^e fioind, in its ncmnikl con^tioft^ doM ncft 
act blindly and madly as a gracDEial tldflg. 
The understanding eontemplates various mo- 
ti?eBy s^ reason judges between them ordina- 
rily befete tlie final act o£ choice is reached. 
Jknd though liiere it the oxteme power of set- 
ting tile undemtanding and reason aside and 
aetbig in defiance of tJien^ yet it is not eom- 
ttonly dene^ When a moliye id ttwm^efoi&a^ 
i»petrlm)ce is presented^ tiie acti^a of the will 
it usually coinsident with the facts of die ease 
•*at leaet whsre the mind is duly in£c»rmed and 
iaprtssed. Otherwise Uiere eould be no <Mpder 
in sociel^. If yolition w^re not at all undor 
the- check of reason and motives ^ nothing 
could be calculated upon with refinrence to Hi 
decisions. In that case there could be bo 
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ttoral gOTivnmeat. Bot tke rnioA has in it a 
deep cemciottsness oi ike faet, tiiat to act 
wptm bsad dr uaw^rthj motives ki a cJrime 
agaHMTt itdelf ^Hfc VioktioB of Ae kws of its 
own nature. This is felt even in onr depraved 
e<mdition; how tun A toore^ fnBy must H be 
reaMzed by tk6s<^ ereatoree who aire in a heal- 
thy spirilttal state. F6p this reason there may 
boBome esUniaf^ made of the eS6et (^ motives. 
■ We ca^ calculate, with some approxitnation to 
feruth, lipon the result. Hence a government 
of motives— ttiat is, mcfral government^— be- 
comes a possH]^^. 

Can it be doobted that the history of re- 
demption fttrtfl^hes motives of the Yery high- 
est class ^ idl ii^elHgent ^eatttres ov^ry- 
where— molivM to Idv^ and ob^y Ooid? These 
fiioti'pies are le^ad^as coddi»>thave been brought 
out in any other way. They are found in the 
fact of God's gift to a lost world and. in the 
sufferings of CSuist— the sacrifice of himself, 
whidi he made for the salvation of sinners. 
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DisdoeuTQs of the Divine nature ^e bese made 
that could not otherwise have be»i made. The 
blood* writing of the^ Oois.telk us^ingg e^f 
God that could not have been proclaimed in 
anodierway« . ^ 

And these diselosnree contain influences of 
the^ most potential character, blinding the 
creature in aUegianoato the Oeator* This is 
not m^re coiijecture^ It^aeems to me to be a 
direct consequence of all we know in reference 
to intelligent natures a^d the history of the 
cross. , Though we m^ not.r^ard it with all 
the f aitili due to a clearly revealed dogma of 
religion, I must rec^ve it at least as X do the 
most evident oonclusions of i^osophical in*- 
vestigation. And, perhaps, we may yet see 
reason. tQ respe<^ it as in some dfigjree justified 
by intimations ccmtained in ^ word of Qod. 
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^fe^ific Jlfotives agaitSLSi Sm, Furnished fry 
the Cross, 

The most effective motiyes are those wliich 
are addressed tO; the two attribi^tes of the 
rxmi-^ love 9^ /ear. Thes,e motives are 
sapplied in their, utmost power by the Atoi^e- 
meftt* 

Love is called into play by the naoif etta- 
tionofle^. ^^WeloveHmbeeaiiseEb&st 
loved nSe" God^s tender sc^kritode ler: Hk 
oretttven &Mb its higheat eipiession iniJ^ 
pIiA of salvatiim.. The Infiaite Love coneen- 
trates in the Chrosa* tMker timn see His 
creatures perish His Son may die. How 
lovingly He eomes down to mim in die-Incar- 
nation* He comes voluntarily to our oondi* 

* 
tion« He identifies Himseif wiA our Qonow« 

He mingles with us in our sidoieSses and 
weeps by the side of our graves. He sudfcars 
our infirmities. ^^ He is ^emp^ in aB points 
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like S8 we are,'' and so is ** tondied witii the 

foeUsg ef our infirautieB." He is domieiled 

MAODgst «8. Bib alh>w8 HiiBsetf to become 

the boieficiaiy of human hoepitalitieB. He 

enters into all die tmdemess of fiKal, fratw- 

nftl and social lelatimis. See Sm tft EBs 

home in Nasareth, and as a guest of Martha 

uA Laiaros st Beftany. He is eren bom of 

a woman, investing Himsdf widi omr nature. 

Hek'^ovBlderBrot^.'' 

And all this tonto histoiy of cradescenrion 

and love omnimiBatss itarif in the death He 

sofered on o«r aoeowrt. Bb takes oar shame 

19011 Himsdf. He takes^iHir gub anddeatfa. 

*^OI Xamb^G6d,in»eiF«rpiiiD» 
Wai ev«r love like thimol " 

We hsfo seen Aat there ia a dose c«nmiir 
nity of intelligent betBgacrf allr. okises. 80 
tUs esfpresaion of lofe to man is in proof of 
His loTO to all His creatures. Man's miseries 
call it ont^ bat Galraiy is a love-token givan 
to the whele Umrene* 
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*^ Q^i. 18 love." Artier Gikk«|r hm been 
seen in the midst of the e^amitm this gjpeat 
£ftcil,GaQ iMyidr laorf^be doul^dt L^Te ! The 
ClilliMm of il^ w^-^ki^^viQ isr ^mteij o£ 
the dyii^ Qbrifi^ God made^^filih, p«^ to 
s^^um^ pa| to death) anffcsj&og tbe immllonAiie) 
daiM^y »^-8#ro% i| tii%4ipf0a]|e nlsteimm 
^ if. 4^ #^ atf^Nranoe is noi l&Mto to matt; 
<u[^, but to all uQ^Ugepi brnga^ It malm 
itself ajrtiei^Ate to the ^ery -out^ioitil of the 
wiverie. It poora itfi^ ijalp otc^ ondfir- 
standing, and touches and mag^eitiaes eimy 
baact. 

The 4sros8 abo spftaJbi to one feava* lir is- 
God's final ^atementof the^ iiwiposaibiU!^ of 
winking at sin.^ The dedaratioti, ** ISie wnilr 
tliat aimi^jdi it shall (y%" aoqi^^t^ its hs^eai 
iinport from this f aot^ It is a dear pcpof: 
that sin ean never be pMr^oped as a me«e act 
o£. oEecntiye elemencj* It shons tbi^ justice 
is a mffeeim e&nskdmMo^ in the geyemmeat 
of Grod— «-a conside^tiw so vitaal tba^ wbao^ 
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the SoQ plaoeB Smself 'in the sinner's stead, 

eren ^ most sxiSet, 

We mftj veil believe tiiat the Atonement is 
ft f sot isever to be repeated. B belongs to 
eiArth and time. Only to man, and tiiat in his 
ppobationary period, does it oSer pardon. 
TJnso things vnderstood, all ivho lite beyond 
1^ littite of tidie and earth will know that 
iiievitable rtiin waits npon Att. ^here can ke 
BO hope for the transgressor. Tfaare is no hesi* 
tation in' the exeeative power: There ard no 
^empt cases. 

In the light of this fact every one who 
approaches th^ point of disobedience mnst 
shnd4er at the conseqnences. There can be 
rio mistake. The lie of the tempter, « ye shall 
flet surely die,'^ is contradicted beforehand — 
contr^diieted with an emphasis that can leave- 
no doubt. The instinct of self-preservation^ 
will, be asronsed and act with fall vigor. Dan- 
ger is perceived. Inevitable horrors start np 
at the mere tthcmght of disobedience. Death 
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ambtffiiiefl &e sovl. btelffgest sdlf regaM is 
on the ftlert. 

The motive of fear, then, i» brotlght into 
fcfi play, and its vatiie in guarding ike crei^ 
tnre against a fatal inattention to the adihor^ 
ity of Ae Creator is snfloiratly patent. 

Its ^et, moreorer, will be angtoented by 
ik» knowledge of the fact that the punishment 
of sin is not the tesult of a irindictive temper 
in Grod, but 6t admini^tratiye justice. The 
rightness of the^ inaction will be realized/ 
Justice is one of the expressions of love, for 
what is the Divine Justice but Love governing 
the universe for the best ends. The two are 
really at one. If the punishment of sin were 
the result of mere pa^on in God it might 
arouse a species of i*eckle8s, resentful opposi- 
tion in the creature. But wheh it is seen to 
be the authority by which a loving Ruler 
guards the well-being of his subjects there- 
can be no such effect. 
- Ho doubt God is in earnest in ffis justice. 
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IiOTO ill nertr more m earnest, thAQ irbm h 
meets the enemies which threaten those it has 
in goardianflhip. Tlie aff9C( of i^ mother is 
temhlo to those who would des^o^ her off*^ 
spriogv Notl^Qg ia mc^e temUe than lore 
when it is called out in the f%oe o£ enaoii^ ui 
the attitude ol defease. Now it ia ^^ in 
part, at l^ast, wl^cfa cons^tates the adminia- 
trative justice o{ Qo4 He sell; Bixnsell for 
the defense of His* oreatores ; and if asj of 
tiiem become enemieS) ajod by violating that 
law which is ordained for the p^ace of the 
unxYerset i^trodac^ di«or§iau»E^n ai^i vm^- 
they B^l8t learn that io them, patting them 
selT^ in tbia malignant attitude, and ipaklBg. 
th^DUsdves th^ inntrameats of evil to Hia otiber 
crea^fOrciSy ^^ c^ God is a consuming $re." 
Xhey must meet the love whiab flameGf iiito 
wxath toward the adyeasaries 1^0 wpnld de- 
siaroj.the^ objects of its care. In proportion 
to the intenseness of the love will be the fury 
with which it will repel tbe invader and de- 
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Btroyer. Sa iv« read of ** tbe^roeness and 
wrath of Almighty God.^^ It will be seen 
that justice is rooted in love, and so its threat- 
ened exercise will excite no resentment before- 
hand to lead to reckless rebelMon. On the 
contrary, the efect must be most wholesome. 
The motive of sftlf ^pressnratioB is addressed 
in snch a way as to bejsieconded by erery 
noUe aftdgenenMs impulte* 

In addition to this, the very same fact 
whidi contains, this jre?ie)ttlao& df justice--* this 
most appil^g exhibition o£< divi»e severity-^ 
contains aUo the cepeeli^ipn of Iovq. H^ nho 
Ipokft on, the oros^ sees both at onoe^ Qodi 
motives are i^pealed tain fall mearare and by 
t|ie sanie voice. Godhead ie f^tin fnV fierce* 

Thus, Jeens Christ is the *<WwdofGffd^ 
— <^e, uttermice ef C?^— especially in tlhosd 
two facts, by whidi His government miiy be 
most efiectnally estabUdied ovw^ intelligent 
frte bwngs, 

'* Pftrt .o( His name divinely stanid^ 



On all His creatures writ ; 
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They diow the labor of His Imoclfly 

Or impress of His feet. 
But when we view Els strange design 

To aaye seb^liom wonro, 
Where vengeance and oompassion join 

In their divinest forms, 
Our tiioughtB are lost in rqr q re nl 'ftwe^ . 

We love and we adore ; 
The first archangel never saw 

So mudx of €tod before. 
Here the whole Deity is knowUt 

'Not dares a creaturiB guess 
Which of the ^xiee*bri|^btaifcriM»i0^ 

ThQ justice or the grace." ^ . 

rsCl^IOK Till, 

" ' The Judgment Day. 

^ef6 IB nothing more definitely stated in 
tile Bible than Ihat God ** bath appointed a 
day'' fof the final judgment rf men. And 
this day is to be after the general resurrec- 
tioif. After ** death'' delivers up his captives, 
the dead, "small and great,'^ shall *^stand b^- 
foire God" to be* ^* judged accorcBng to the 
deeds done in the body." 

I have not had any question of a specula- 
tive character more frequently put to me than • 
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^s ona: ^^ Why are not men jiidged a& «OQn 
as they, die V* Prob3ition is then at aa end. 
The faets in the xfise haye all transpired. 
Why any delay ? , 

Many are. dispose to do^t i£ tj^e 8^p- 
tnres <m this point are to be taken literally. 
An unworthy And soj^ticajl speeies of exe- 
gesis is. resorted to— a^pecies of ex^esis Ui%t 
woold^ if fidlowed ^ut genopally, unsettle ^ 
meaning of idl ScriptK^e. 

Those who hold to the plain statem^t of 
the New Testament have giveu very soiled 
reasons for the fact ti^at . ^H men ace, to be 
judged after the end of the world. The mere 
fact that it is cle^^ly, revealed is sufficient for 
the £Mth of true Christians. Xet, if it ean be 
shown that great, good^Kids are to b^ attained> 
the understanding will be giaatjjKed* In jaddU 
tion to consid^ations al^ady faiiuliar mih 
those who have given aoy special attention to 
this subject, I offer the following : 

The Judgmenl D^y mil be the occasion 
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^ bringing oui the fcftts eannecttd wiffi 
UieMonemerU in a manrHr that wUlcom- 
^mmd ike aiieniion and impress the mind 
qfthe universe, 

W« know thftt <'an Aer angeli^^ a^ to be 
prtieot. fio mudi is etiated m the Book. 
The Bible does ikH ittfom te to wkat ebrtent 
the vnhrerse is populftted. Biit «o fiir^as it 
gwes tiS'V^kndwIefl^oi^f iheeatiSleiK^of in- 
telligent beings, it informs ostliftt fliey-i^ 
he OftUed 'i<^eltor t!(t Ae Judgment of our 
irorld. 

We iMy be &ate thst some gievtenki is to 
be aeeomplished in diis tojtersal g^tii«rifig of 
the Hsreat^bres'of Odd to witness the 4oom of 
one worM. And if Hie Atonement hsA die 
iride^B^gDifiewee tkat I hatessppoded, we i^m 
l^nt no loss in determining t&Aa/i&it end is. 
It is hnman (dituracter and destiny l&At are im* 
itiediMielj touched and affifrcted by tbe Atone- 
ment. And the pfocessea of jndgmait will 
^tmg Mt idl the fiaots bearing upon human 
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dMraetw aaid destiny under the MedifttoHal 
s^inista^ticm. Everytiiing that is obscure 
and misunderstood in this «dministratioti will 
be set in its true light. Every fact made 
p^Uic a^ that momentous time wiH increase 
the knowledge of God among His oreatures. 
*'0od' is love.*' How divinely wiU this ap- 
pear wherever the Cross is seen to touch the 
» destiny bf men, God is just. How t^srnbly 
eidd^nt will this be in the huitory of every saved 
soul whose penalty Ohrist bore, and ixi Ihe case 
of ov^ lost man who would not accept the 



^ross 



Those only who read the scriptures wilii 
elamest attention get any adequate impression 
4t the solOBmitrf and magi^tude of the last 
J«dgmfent^ Bv^ oirtmmstance of physical 
grandeur, as well as moral sublimity, will giVe 
digmty fo die scene. *3Hie conflagration of a 
world will light the firmMuent. "The voice 
of j^e archangel and the trump bf ^ B# ^ill 
** shiB&e, not the earth only, butati^^l^raiv'' 



,y Google 



by it^ irresLBtible concnsai^. What <)haages 
will take place beyond tbose on the 0artby we 
, know not. What limit ia to be placed upon 
the dedaration that the ^> heavens shall be 
raQed tog^er like, a scroll^'' ^ that ^^ tk&te 
shall be new heaveos" as w^ as a new earth, 
. we can not tell. But eyidently the convidsions 
and changes in nature are to be ssffih as will 
inSicate the presenoe o£ a mo^t stupendous 
eyent— all event which h&s some bearing b^e- 
jond tbei destiny .o£ a single world. 

The t^m ^' day'? does not limit the tiii]»» 
which may be occupied in the final investiga- 
tion q£ the eai'th's alEiMi!s. It is the equiva- 
lent of "period."^ The actual leng$;h of 
the judgment period^, will doubtless be great. 
** Every one of us shall give account of hjm- 
,seif te God,'* and so minute:will be the exam- 
ination in every case that "every secret 
thing j'* every ihoughiy as well as every word 
and act o| each person of ojn species, will be 
IqpUght t#^ light and considered. Oi poi]^«e 
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we are not so well acquainted with the condi- 
tions of being in another world as to under- 
stand what time will be required for this. , . 
No doubt it will appear from everj separate 
case that the Infinite Love and the Infinite Jus* 
tice hold the helm pf affairs. And upon the. 
adjudication of the last cs^ey the full measure^ 
of testimony will be before all creatures, and 
the universal shout will burst with spontaneous 
rapture from every tongue^of the unf alien and 
of the redeemed, ^^ true and righteous are thy 
judgments, thou King of Saints,^'' Who caa 
imagine the effect upon every spectator Y 
Who can tell the f^ee of that grand i^peal 
to the best and strongest motives which actu- 
ate moral agents 7 This expression, this 
embodied hktory of saying love and control^ 
ling justice, can never be lost. Made public in 
a manner so imposing— so overwhelming^-it 
must tend, in an incalculable degree, to estab- 
lish the authority of God amongst ]^ crea- 
tures. It is ahnost inconceivable that any wit 
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ness of the events of the last day should ever^ 
be deceived, tuB our first mother was, and thus 
overcome by temptation. The Cross, all that 
is expressed lyj the Gross, will be impressed 
upon the consciousness ot all. The character 
of Ood, made appajrent in this supreme utter- 
ance, must dominate created mind with an 
attraction and power littlerless than icresistible* 

SBCTSON IX. . 

Will there he no more Sin f 

1. We have seen that intelligent beings are, 
in their very constitution, free. Spontaneity 
of volition is an essential quality^ of their 
nature* They can not, therefore, be governed 
by foice witiiout doing them violence. 

2. We have also seen that not even motives 
call opiate with mechanical precision* in con- 
trolling moral agents. On the contrs^, tiiey 
act freely with respect to motives. 

8. We have seen, further, that freedom is 
npt necesisariiy ci4)ricious ; but that ordinarily 
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men act, in th^ common affairs of life^ with 
intelligent reference to the motives involved in 
the case, so that it is in our power to calcu- 
late, with ^ome re^^sonable degree of iu98ur- 
ance, upon the effect of motives^ and to fore- 
see the course of conduct men will pursue in 
given conditions. 

4. In view of these facts, we very justly 
conclude that when the History of Redemp- 
tion is completed, and the result brought out 
in the magnificence of the Last Day, such an 
appeal will be made therein to the motives of 
unfallen intelligences as will tell with the 
happiest effect upon their conduct under the 
Divine Government. Now and then volition 
may assert itself capriciously, and a spirit 
give itself up recklessly to ruin against the 
full attraction of Godhead. But we may 
well believe that such oases will be rare. For 
aught we know, God may foresee that none 
will ever arise. 

Obedience will be free. The capacity to 
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cHflobey will be realized. No coercion will 
be felt. Tet the motives to obedience will so 
overwhelmingly outweigh those on the other 
side, that to follow the latter would be mere 
caprice. It would be an extreme and violent 
assertion of personal power. We can scarcely 
doubt that obedience ta God will be uniform , 
and that exceptional cases will rarely, if ever, 
occur. 

SECTION X. 

The Supreme Appeal to, Motives Possible only 
Through the Cross. 

Histoiy is invaluable. The result of na- 
tional history is seen in the national and indivi- 
dual life. Family tradition produces wonder- 
ful results upon personal character. The hold 
of a military leader upon his men is never 
great until his achievements justify their con- 
fidence and admiration. The authority of the 
parent over his family is never established 
until it has a history of firmness and love and 
power. 
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It is thus that the Past is always ezpressing 
itself, and, in some measure, reproducing it- 
self in the present. 

It is God's prerogative to educe good out 
of evil, aod so the sin of mau h»s been the 
occasioB of the lustory which brings God into 
the clearest li^ht witib His creatures. The 
events which arise out of this condition 9i ours 
will be continually exhibiting God, and this 
great Past is the means by which He wiU 
fashion and exalt the eternal Future. And 
we can not imagine another conjuncture of 
affairs in which God could have uttered' Him- 
self so fully and potentially as He has done 
in the Atonement. At least it is impossible 
for me to think of any other state of facts 
which, in this respect, could parallel those 
connected with this great transaction* 

We all see, in common life, how good and 
evil impinge upon each other, and especially 
how occasions of good grow out of evil. The 
crimes and misenes of men axe constantly 
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calling out the sablimest examples of benefi- 
cent interposition on the part of the Christian 
philanthropist. Yet evil does not produce good. 
It has no such function. It can produce 
nothing but evil. It only furnishes the oppor- 
tunity to the good that comes from other 
sources. Evil is of evil, and good is of God. 
But God, in His infinite power, seizes upon 
the combinations that arise out of evil, and 
by them works his own gracious ends. This 
is in no sense derogatory of the Divine sover- 
eignty. On the contrary, it is a most glo- 
rious expression of it. He is Sovereigti even 
over that which defies his law, and can work 
His own end by its means. 

So God makes man's sin the occasion of 
universal good, by treating it in such a way 
as to make the noblest, the most touching 
and divine history — a History which is full of 
Himself, and by means of which He will be 
evermore uttering Himself to the understand- 
ing and heart of all His creatures in infinite 
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authority and love. Thus rebellion against 
His govemm^t is i^ade the very means of 
setting that government upon the most stable 
foundation. 

SECTION XI, 

Jian'^ Opportunities* 
^0 all this it will be objected liiat tiiose 
individuals of the human race i^ ho are L st 
are^ by this theory, sacrificed. It is 'unjust 
that they should be made the victims of a 
policy ^at looks to the benefit of others, no 
matter how great the baiefit, t r low numer- 
ous the beneficiaries* 

This sinister view of the case is wholly 
false. For — . 

1. Man's case is dealt with strictly iqMm 
its own merits. The lost man has ample op- 
portunity of salvation. No excuse is left to 
any. Where sia abounds grace does much 
tuore abound. In every case wh»e a man is 
lost, it is but right that he should suffer the 
penalty of his misdeeds. The state of the 
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lost is but the culmination of a wicked life, 
which is inevitable upon t^e final rejection of 
redeeming mercies. 

2. Every man has a glorious destiny within 
his grasp. And this is the fruit of God's 
great love to him. 

3. What God has done for man is done 
for his benefit. Man's case is not a nfere 
stepping-stone to some other end. The cross 
would lose its significance, and, consequently, 
its power, if it only made a convenience of 
man. The Incarnate Son is the infinite yearn- 
ing of God toward man. If it were not this, 
it could have no such meaning in the eyes of 
other beings as I have supposed. 

4. Man is distinguished above all other 
creatures in that the Sen took his nature, and 
ill that he stands in immediate connection 
with the Atonement. If he is in the post of 
greatest danger, he is also at the door of tiie 
highest opportunity. With my view of the 
case, 1 would rather be a man than belong to 
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any other clasB. I would willingly take all 
the risks in the heat of the conflict, since it 
brings me so near the " Captain of our sal- 
vati<Mi.*' Especially since all the risks must 
arise from my individual fault ; for salvation 
is absolutely secure to those who will receive 
it. 

The lost man, Aen, has no place for fault- 
finding, except against himself. 

5. It can make the matter no worse for 
man if God should make use of the mercies 
primarily designed for him in extending His 
loving sway over others. And if these re- 
sults were in the scope of the*^ Divine vision 
from eternity, this does not at all alter the 
case. Man^s personal kinship with the God- 
man — ^the Elder Brother — involves possibili- 
ties for him that set the Divine administration 
in reference to him in the most glorious light. 
He may stand, if he will, in the inner circle 
of the Divine affections. Redeemed man is 
in the place of John at the supper, leaning 
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upon the very breast of the Son of God. He 
feels the throbbing of Jehovah's heart. He 
stands in the. very midst of the Instoiy of love, 
and is ^^ part; and parcel " of it. And if this 
position involves him in a stem and dreadful 
contest, the victor's crown is a fully compen- 
sating reward. If he trifles with his oppor- 
tunities, and is ^^ spendthrift of immortal 
wares," he has none to iaiccuse but himself. 

It is not improbable that among the oppor^ 
tunities of man is that of becoming an active 
participant of the influences which are to con- 
serve the interests of the universe. The people 
of God are " workers together with Christ," 
at least in the more restricted sphere of saving 
men. Why not, then, in Ihe broader one 
opening in the great future? Who can tell 
what the coming eternity may have in ^tore 
fcMT us ? Men are to "judge angels." This 
may contain a hint of higher destinies than 
we have ever dared to contemplate. . What 
part may not the redeemed man, so closely 
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allied to Christ, yet play in the affairs of 
God's Empire ? 

But it may be objected again that the great 
majority of men have no conception of any 
such high motives— that their character is be- 
ing formed under very gross influences. 

I can only reply that responsibility is grad- 
uated by a man's privileges and opportunities. 
We may not now be able to unravel the tan- 
gled web of human affairs so as to discover 
the justice and propriety of God's dealing 
with each separate man. We can expect to 
do no more than ascertain the general drift, 
and settle the principles upon which God acts. 
We know that He never requires usury where 
He has not first bestowed the principal, and 
' the increase He expects is in exact proportion 
to the talents at first given. 

Indeed, it were sheer perverseness in us to 
doubt that the ''Judge of all the earth will 
do right" because there axe complexities in 
our fallen condition that we can not compre- 
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hend. When so many great facts show the 
absolute Tightness of the Divine character, we 
may well afiFord to distrust our own capacity 
to understand the intricacies involved in the 
mal- adjustments of a fallen world; and to 
confide in God, well assured that every fact 
will ultimately appear as a witness for His 
glory. Bfe who gave His Son to die for us 
will not be wanting in the minor details of a 
merciful administration. At any rate, iiie 
general fact remains, that in assuming our 
nature the Son exalted and glorified humanity, 
and receives it into intimacy with Himself; 
and we may well accept this as a compensa- 
tion for all our disabilities. Furth^ than 
this we may rest assured that, to those who 
will accept it, this great fact opens eternity, 
in the most advantageous relations. 
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SXCTIOK XII. 

Scripture InHmations. 

The Bible was intended to enlighten mail 
upon those matters which appertain to his own 
condition,, duty and destiny. Whatever it con- 
tains beyond this is incidental. We are not, 
therefore, to expect any positive information 
in respect to the effect which the Atonement 
may produce upon the general affairs of the 
universe. If we get anything upon this point 
it must be in an occasional and incidental 
way. 

I propose to offer several scriptures which 
seem to me to point to the theory set forth in 
this, chapter. Indeed, there are some of these 
passages in which I can see no meaning at 
all if these speculations be not true. 

1. The Son is the Creator. The Word 
was with God— was God— and by Htm all 
things were made, and without Hi n was not 
anything made that was made. John i. 1, 8. 
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What striking f (nmality of statement ! He 
created all things— not this earth only, but all 
things.' The emphasis and repetition of the 
statement are significant. That tibe ^^all 
things " is not limited to the earth and what 
it contains is evident from Col. i. 16, 17. 
** For by Him (Christ) were all things crea- 
ted that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
idsible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all 
things were created by Him aild for Him : 
and He is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist.'' Let It be noted— 1, that the 
Creator is Christ; 2, that He created all 
things y in heaven as well as on earth, invisi- 
ble as well as visible ; and, 3, that all things 
wore made /or Him, indicating direct inter- 
est and proprietorship on His part in all 
these things. Wherever space is occupied 
with finite being it is the work of the Son. 

Perhaps the fact that the second Person o£ 
the Trinity was immediately engaged in the 
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work of Redemption may stand directly in 
connection with the fact t^t &e was the im- 
mediate Agent in the work of creation. May 
we not safely infer that, in virtue of His ere* 
ative agency, He stands in feome special rela- 
tion to subordinate existences, and may not 
this account for the fact that of the Persons 
of the Trinity it was He who became incar- 
nate and assumed the office of Redeemer ? 

And, as in the first instance as Creator, He 
stands in this close relation to the whole Uni- 
verse, is it hot reasonable to suppose that, as 
Redeemer, He should also contemplate the 
advantage of the whole ? This inference, by 
itself, may not have much value as aii argu- 
ment, but, taken in connection with what I 
have akeady presented, and with what is to 
follow, it is not wholly unimportant. 

2. In further confirmation J ofier the fact 
of the universality of the Dominion qf 
Christ. "All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.^Mat. xxviii. 18. God 
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the Father, when He raised Christ from the 
deiiidy ^^ set EQm at His Own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
powey, and mighty -and dominion, and everjr 
name that is named, not only in this worlds 
but also in that which is to come : and hath put 
all things under His f eet^ and gave Him to be 
the head over all things to the Church, which 
is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth 
all in all.^* Eph. i. 20, 23. In reference to 
these passages I remark— 1. That it is not 
only the Son, but the Son m His Mediato- 
rial character— 79^ Messiah — that has all 
power, and is Head over all things. 2. That 
in His Mediatorial q^e His dominion is 
universal— not confined to the eartL 3. That 
while this unlimited sway is given to Him /or 
the Church J it implies a close relationship 
between the Church and all other subjects of 
His authority. 4. It justifies the supposition 
that all the other subjects of His dominion 
have an int^est in Him as their Messiah. For 



,y Google 



THE EXTENT OF ITS RESULTS. 118 ' 

though His Kingdom contemplates as its first 
object the Church, we can scarcely understand 
why it should be extended over fcU creatures 
if the only advailtage from it were confined 
to man« 

3. *^ God, who is rich in mercy, for flis 
great lore wherewith He loved us, even when 
we we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ (by grace ye are saved), 
and hath raised us up together, and. made ud 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; 
that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. '^ Eph. ii. 4,7. 
^^ Unto me who am lei3S than the least of all 
saints is this grace given, tiiiat I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to make all men see what is the 
fellowstup of the mystery, which, from the 
beginning of the world, hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ; to 
the intent ^at now ttnto the principalities 
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and powers in heavenly places might be known 
by ike Church, the manifold wisdom of Gfod." 
EpL iii. 8, 10. 

(1) These are remarkable passages. I 
have never seen the word riches in any posi- 
tion where it meant so much as it does here. 
'^The riches of His grace— the riches of 
CJhrisf Parallel to this is the phrase " The- 
manifold wisdom of God/' Thought hesi- 
tates in the presence of these expressions* 
They intimate a truth that spurns the bounda- 
ries of definition. I can think of but one 
single word that is fit f(H service in this con* 
nection — ^unutterable ! 

(2) These riches- -this manifold wisdom- 
are contained in the Church. The Son of 
God humbling himself in the incarnation, 
su£fering among men^ giving himself up* to 
death/or men, rendering mercy triumphant^ 
and in the same act vindicating justice, thus 
establishing the Church and saving and glori- 
fying men— these facts— this work of God— 
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thifi divine history, is tiie treasiirj of these 
riches, the repository »nd exponent of this 
wisdom* 

(3) The Ohjvrch is th^ witness of all this 
to '" the ages to come,*' wid to the " princi- 
palities and powers in heavenly places/' It 
is God's last and highest utterance of Himself. 
Grace and jnstioe in the msmif old wisdom of 
their Administration in the Atonement are 
discovered to be ultimate and infinite in the 
Godhead. In all the coming ages^, and in a& 
the heavenly places, to the highest orders of 
creatures, and^ we may well believe, to aQ 
intelligent beings^ the Church is to make God 
manifest in the inexpressible facts of its his- 
tory. No words could express Him. It re- 
quired facts. It required a history. It re- 
quired an incarnate God carrying on the re- 
deeming work by the Holy Spirit in a living 
Ohurch. And the judgment of the last Day 
is to bring them out in full disclosure before 
all eyes. Thus Jesus Christ, as I have before 
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hanted, is " tiie Ward of God **-the utto- 
snce of God. 

And the tones in which God pronoonces 
Himsdf in the ears of His creatures miist call 
responses from eyery.cord of intelligait con- 
scioosneis. His government, appealing to nil 
by its infinite justice, goodness, grace and 
wisdom, made articulate by Christ, in the 
Ohurch, will receive the joyful allegiance of 
all, to the* utmost boundaries of the creation ; 
and the foundations of the universe y^U be 
jarred by the shout, ^^ Alleluia, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth/' Wien the cap- 
stone of the Temple of Redemption is laid, it 
will be brought f (»ih wilii shoutings— ^^ graces 
grace unt6 it." A jubilant Universe will bind 
itself in eternal fealty to God. Everywhere 
it will be felt that tibe highest glory of the 
creature is in the glory of the Creator. 

4. I will submit two other passages to the 
intelligent consideration of those who may 
read this book. If Uiey teach anything they 
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teach great things. The first is Eph. 1. 10. 
** That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather togetiber in one all 
tibings in Christ, both whleh are in heaven 
and whidi are on earth; even yi God.** 
The other is Col. 1. 20. ^*And having made 
peace through iixe blood of His Cross, by Him 
to reconcile aU things unto hii&self ; by Him> 
I say, whether they be things in earth or 
things in heaven." In both these places Mac- 
knight gives in his translation instHd of 
heaven^ the heavens. No one, I presume, 
doubts that this is the correct translation. 
The statement embraces all w(Ndds. All 
things, in all worlds, are brought together- 
are " reconciled to Grod "—by Christ. Pause 
for a moment and consider the import of' this 
wonderful declaration. Whatever else may 
be in it, at least this is, that Christ is exert- 
ing a controlling influence throughout the en- . 
tire universe. Clearly the Apostle intends us 
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to receive the words, "all things," nfithout 
any limitation of space. 

It may be objected that the term " recon- 
ciled ^ implies that those who are referred to 
are such only as had been alienated from God 
—that any hypothesis of the manner in which 
unf alien beings are affected by the Atonement 
does not meet the case. In other words, all 
who are "reconciled'' by Christ must have 
been preyionsly in an unreconciled condition. 

I submit the following as meeting the exi- 
gencies of interpretation in the case : 

Sin became aggressive when the devil suc- 
ceeded in alienating man from God. A process 
of disorganization, disintegration and aliena- 
tion from God was then initiated. A disturb- 
ing, alienating influence was felt. A ten- 
dency adverse to God and His government 
must have supervened upon the final success 
• of this Satanic diplomacy. 

The interposition of Christ put an effectual 
check upon this course of things. The alien- 
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aW^g inflaence was neutralized, the tendency 
in that direction overcome. The universe was 
recovered from this sinister condition. Per- 
fect reconciliation throughout the heavens is 
the-result. The government of God is better 
established over the reason and heart of His 
creatures than it could otherwise have been. 
Alienation is forestalled, and reconciliation, 
anticipates llie fatal restdt. 

This exigesis seems to me to be not unna- 
tural, and to meet all the facts better than 
anj other. The reconciliation is predicated 
of " all things in the heavens '* as well as on 
earth, and if it refers only to such as were 
once alienated, then atl ihzngSj even the an- 
gels, must have been at some time aliens from 
God. But we know this is not so, for many 
of them have ^^kept their first estate." I 
can scarcely see how the truth of the exposi- 
tion I have given can be doubted. 

The government of God binds the Universe 
together in love and peace. The great and 
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central commimdinent ia Love. Tliis is the 
hannoniziiig principle. It holds all things to- 
gether. Sin disintegrates. It is the self as- 
serting itself against all things, and so is a 
disorganizing agency. Erery distinct person- 
ality asserts itself against every othet. Here 
is disruption. Ohrist comes to restore loye^ 
He arrests the disturbing tendency by^intensi- 
fying the divine attraction. He i£| the mag- 
net, charged to the last de^ee with love and 
sorrow, and all unfallen natnres respond to 
the supreme attraction. He ^ ^gathers together 
all things, both in the heavens and. in the 
earth.'* 

In other words, the Atonement is a conser- 
vative power in the universe. It comtemplates 
not only the salvation of man^ but the preser- 
vation of all worlds from sin. 

I submit that the two passages last cited 
can mean nothing less than this. 
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SECTION XIII. 

The Word. 

God becomes known to bis creatHres.tbrough 
two medift— His own Declarations and Acts. 
** Tbe pure in heart shall see God." The 
jHrecise force of the word '* see'* in this place 
we do not pretend to know. I have some- 
times thought that we shall hereafter have 
direct perception of the divine Essence. The 
very substance of the Uncreated may become 
apparent to the holy. But even in that case the 
moral n9iture of God can be known only by 
what He says and what He performs. Indeed, 
His " power and Godhead,'* I suppose, can 
not be otherwise known. 

Now, this expression of the Godhead is 
the ofBce of the Son, and for this reason, I 
doubt not, it is that ^^ His name is called, The 
Word of God." Rev. xix. 13. 

I ii^agine there are many who regard the 
Incarnation as the only Manifestation of God 
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in Christ. This is a great mistake. I have 
shown, in Section XII, that creation and gov- 
ernment are both the work of Ohrist. And I 
believe it will appear that Oqdhead becomes 
active and productive only through the Son. 
This is clearly, if I am not prodigiously mis- 
led, the doctrine of the Scripture upon this 
subject. Note carefully the terms in whidi 
the work of creation is set forth. " God cre- 
ated all things by Jesus Christ.*' Eph. iii. 9. 
^^By whom (the Son) also He (God) made 
the worlds.'* Heb. i. 2. •* But to us there is 
but one God, the Father, OP whom we all 
things, and we in Him ; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ BY whom are all things, and we by 
Him." 1 Cor. viii. 6. Consider the force of 
the prepositions, of God, by Christ. I pre- 
tend no explanation of the relation between 
the Persons of the Trinity. I deal simply 
with the plain statements of the Bible. The 
work of God is done by Christ. 
This is true not only in creation. "By 
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Him (Christ) all things consist'^ Cd. i. 17. 
Thns the work of Providence is His. We 
have ahread^ seen that the government— Uni- 
versal goveminent — "is upon his shoulder.^ 
Redemption is His work ; but no more pecu- 
liarly than creation, for in the one case God 
creates by Christ, Mid in the other " God is 
js Christ reconciling the worid unto himself." 
Unal judgment, as we have before seen, is 
in the hands of the Son. 

God is Manifest in a// tliese works— 4iot 
in redemption only. ^^The heavens declare 
the glory of God.'' " The invisible things of 
Him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that 9are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead." 
Bom. i. 20. Everything He does is, in some 
measure, an expreission of His nature and 
character. But He does everything by 
Christ — creates, upholds, governs, redeems, 
judges, through the Son^ who is, therefore, 
the Word, the expression of the Father. 
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It is abo bj the Sob that He ^^ has spoken 
to OS.'' And if the Jehoyah of the (Md Tes- 
tament is the Christ of the New, as I doubt 
not He is, it would seem that God has always 
6<HnmapiGated wi^ man only through the Soiu 
I haye said thai. Qod beeomes known to 
His creatures only by His declarations and 
acts. And indeed we haye no other method 
of knowing eyen men. We can neyer tell 
what manner of man our neighbor is till we 
haye beard his speech and ohsarved his con- 
ducts It is what comes out of him that dis- 
cioyeo whi^ is in him« The force that we see 
him put forth proves the fact of his pow«r, 
And the extent of it. 

The forth-going of God is through the Son. 
Godhead utters Himself no otherwise, so far 
as we know, but by Christ ; and the facts al- 
ready giyen from the Scriptures seem to es- 
tablish that ther0 is no exception. CSixist Jesus 
is the utterance— '^Quterance"— of God. He is 
the WoBD <^ God. And this is not at all 



,y Google 



THl: EXTENT OF ITS RESULTS. 125 

confined to the Incarnation and redemption, 
but holds with respect to all the manifesta- 
tions of God in this and ail worlds, to ns and 
all creatures. 

But to us men, and I hold also that to all 
His creatures, God is more imminent in the 
Incarnation tlian in any other fact. He comes 
. down nearer to us and takes us up closer to 
Him. His voice becomes more fully articu- 
late. A broader disclosure of Himself is 
made. He exposes Himself to a deeper in- 
sight. All this appears in preceding Sections 
of this Chapter. 

N0W9 can it be that The Word in this its 
last and most precious meaning is an utter- 
ance to man alone ; to one clas9 only of His 
intelligent creatures ? No I No ! No ! It is 
fully articulate to the rnnotest places of His 
Empire. Can you question this 7 

Its meaning and melody are to charm all 

• ears, and enrapture all hearts, in all ^^ the 

worlds" He has made, in all ^^ the ages to 
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come." It k the key-note of all spiritaal 
harmonies in the heavens as in the earth. 
Worship cuhninateg in the Song of the Lamb. 
Through the Incarnation globy in THB high- 
BST is given to God. 

All the harpers that praise God in eternity 
will gather inspiration in their worship from 
the cross— the last^ divinest import of The 
Word. 

SBOTIOK XIV. 

The Oonsummation. 

Qhrist ^^ shall reign nntil He hath put all 
things under Him," and then, when all ene- 
mies are ** put under His feet," '' when all 
things shall be subdued unto Him," ** He 
shall deliver up the Eangdom to God, even the 
Fa&er," and '<The Son Himself shall be 
subject to Him that put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all." 

We have already seen that the Mediatorial 
government is exceptional and anomalous. It 
is a departure from the ordinary process of 
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the Divine Administration. It is a special 
Administration looking to special ends. 

When these ends are secured and the special 
purpose consummated, this administration of 
aJDfairs will cease. Messiah's Kingdom will 
be given up to the Father, government revert 
to its primary condition, and God be all in all. 

Periiaps even then the government will be ad- 
ministered through the Son, as Godhead seems 
ever hidierto to work through Him. But the 
Mediaiorial character of it will be at an end: 
The special and exceptional character of it, 
ordained for purposes of pardon and redemp- 
tion, will cease. But the results of Ihis great 
epoch in the Empire of God will not cease. 
The history of the Reign of Christ—of Christ 
as God-man— will remain, and the moral effect 
of it be in full force. The conflict, and the 
Chief wh» entered upon it in behalf of the 
Universe, will never jpass out of mind. ** He 
ever liveth'* amid the fruits of his victories, 
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to '^ see the travail of His soul and be sat- 
isfied.'* 

The*period of the Redemption will be the 
central point of the universal History, and all 
events will be se^ in its light. It will abide 
forever in the records of the ages as God's 
brightest manifestation of Himself. 

It will evermore be the great Heroic Period. 
It will give tone to the literature of eternity. 
Thought will be forever evolving fresh phases 
of truth from its events. Poetry will be ever- 
more resorting to it for inspiration and for 
tjiemes ; and adoration will kindle itself into 
fervor by perpetual recurrence to its facts. 

SBCTION XV. 

New Creations. 
We know not whether the work of creation 
is at an end. It would be arrogant in us to 
assume to decide such a question. Space is 
broad enough and eternity is long enough for 
God's work. Who can say that the Divine 
fecundity has exhausted itself ? 
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If new worlds are hereafter to be made ; if, 
after the last judgment, new. races of intelli- 
gent beings are to be created; there must be, 
we may suppose, some method of bringing 
them under the power of tliat influence which 
proceeds from the cross. 

May this not be a field of employment for 
redeemed man ? Who so fit as they to become 
ins^ctors of new worlds in the history of the 
Atonement. . Themselves the immediate ben- 
eficiaries of the cross, and spectator^ of its 
disclosures, they may be God's best witnesses. 
Fidly imbued with the spirit of tbe Atone- 
vfp&atf s^d in immediate s^n^thy with the 
Divine Suffers, they may be His most trusted 
Missionaries. The immediate kindred of the 
Savior, they must be, as one would think, 
His best representatives. . 

Here are opportuities of achi^ment wor- 
thy of immortal ambition. 

Here may be, in part at least, the answer 
of the question, " What aye to be the Qmployr 
ments of the Redeemed ?'* i 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The sum of what I have written may be 
stated as follows : 

1. Freedom is an ess^tial attribute of 
spiritual being. It is of the essence of spirit 
to be self-active. It acts of its own motion. 

2. Freedom necessarily Involves the possi- 
bility of sin in created beings, because tiie 
law is not subjective in them as it is in God, 
but objective to them. It is over them* and 
not in them as an essential element of their 
nature. The law is the will of another— God— 
and^must/ therefore, by necessity, stand in 
the relation of an object to them. They must 
act freely with respect to it, as to all objective 
things. 

3. The liability to sin could have been 
avoided in no other way than not to have 
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produced intelligent life^ Creation must 
\asi^ paused upon% lower levd. ^ In tbat case 
God's work could have had. no high import or 
dignity. 

4. The goyemment of free beings is one of 
motives and not ot force* Nor can motives 
a£t as force to produce results with mechani- 
cal precision. 

5. Yet the mind does not commonly act 
from more caprice. It acts with respect to 
motives, and whpre motives are very com- 
manding its action is almost always co-inci- 
dent with them»so much so tibat we calculate 
with reasonable certain^ upon the course that 
will be taken in given conditions. This is 
true of man, even in his fallen condition, in 
many respects. It is probably more uniformly 
the case with those who are in a iK>rmal spir- 
itual condition. 

6. Sin originated with the creature. It is 
an CLct done and not a thing existing. It 
k an act of free creatures. It is an act 
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against the law and agunst the Aa&er <^ liie 
law. The law is God's, tBe violation is tiie 
creature's. 8in originated with the first sin- 
ner. God created beings capable of Bponta- 
neous action. They sinned. 

7. Angels first sinned. A£t»ward ttiey 
instigated man to sin. Man, siiming under 
external temptation, and the sinning indivi- 
dual standing at the head of a race, was re- 
deemed. The Atonement was provided. The 
Atonement is a revelation^ of God in anew 
light. It is the ultimate expression of His 
love and justice, and appeals in the most com- 
manding and touching manner to the motives 
of self-preservation and love in the creature. 

8. By these potential motives brought fully 
into play, if the spread of sin is not wholly 
prevented, we may believe it will be very 
nearly 430. * Indeed, I sole not but that iree 
beings may be restrained, by this means, en- 
fcirely frojn tiie violation of God's law. They 
can sin ; otherwise t^y would not be free. 
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Bak, witii these high motives to obedience, 
kSmoi they are in fall and nniyersal operation, 
may we not rest in assured oonfidenoe that 
none ever will. 

9. l^til there had beeen a hisUnry of sin 
there oonld have been noatoliaadent— no such 
touching history of Love. No such awful 
history of Justice appealing to God's crea- 
tures. Sin was not appointed, nor was it al- 
lowed for this pt^pose. But it was God's 
prerogative, c^ter it did occur ^ to make it 
the occasion of this respl^dent manilestation 
of Himself for the grand purposes which we 
have named. And, doubtless, there was fore- 
knowledge of all this before the work of cre- 
ation was begun. 

1(L All violators of the law are without ex- 
cuse. Man certainly has no right to complain 
in view of tiie (^pinrtunities the Atonement 
opens to him, and the in&dte expenditure of 
love made upon him. Of tiie history of tiie 
sinning angels we know but little, but that 
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they are vbolly chavgeable with their own Bum 
we.can not queetkm. And it may be that in 
their caae the Creator has provided 8<Hiie com- 
pulsation for the fact that they met l^eir trial 
without &e advantage of the motives supplied 
by the AtonemeAt. • We may be sure that He 
has doi^ all for His cfeatores of all classes 
thattilie nature of the case would admit 

11. The Judgment ^ay will a&bid a grand 
occasion for publishing the facts connected 
with the Atonement, and so bringing them to 
bear effectively throughout the universe as 
motives to obecUence. 

12. The Scriptures clearly ascribe the peace 
of the Universe to Christ and His work. See 
the Section on this point. 

13. Creative beneficence is not disparaged 
by the self-destruction of those who perish. 
That beneficence could be ^realized in no order 
of beings below the spiritual. Bvil was not 
loherent in things, but the possibilii^ of its 
introduction was necessarily incident to the 
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creation of beings of this class. The product 
of creative Love is a universe populous with 
free, obedient, intelligent, glorious bdngs. 
The evil which darkens upon the fair order, 
here and there, in spite of all the safe-guards 
provided by the Creator, is no blot upon His 
love. 

14. The eternal death of the wicked is an 
awful fact. The Bible teaches it. It teaches 
nothing with greater distinctness or emphasis. 
Men may not trifle with the law of God. In 
alienating themselves from Him they pervert 
their own nature and cut themselves off from 
the Source of blessedness. But God did not 
leave space a blank from tiie foreknowledge 
that some of His creatures would use their 
freedom perversely. Such a fact was no just 
cause that countless multitudes should not ex- 
ist and be Messed. 

15. The happy course of events and devel- 
opment in the spiritual domain, momentarily 
jostled and threatened by the introduction of 
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sin, is restored by the DeliTsrer under better 
auspices and with the surest guarantees. 

16. New, creations may be evermore ex- 
tending the glorious triumphs of Infinite Love 
and widening the domain of finite Blessedness. 

17. The mystery of evil is bett^ solved by 
Christianity than by any other system. 

(1.) It does not make light of evil. It 
does not' make sin a trifle. It invests the gov- 
ernment of God wi^ infinite sacredness. It 
represents guilt^as an awful and bitter thing. 
All this meets with a solemn response in our 
own consciousness. 

(2.) It invests human life with a high and 
solemn sigmficanoe. We feel Aiat this is true. 

(8.) It teaches that every individual is re- 
sponsible for his own destiny. We see diat 
tM9 ought to be so. 

(4. ) It teaches that the evils which are in- 
herent in our present cofidition have been 
brought upon us by our representative-*-the 
first fafter of the race-a&d that they are met 
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and compensated by the advantages secured 
by a second representative— Christ. They are 
not the work of some horrible fate. 

(5.) It reveals God in Christ in an infin- 
itely glorious light. It discovers in Him the 
infinite Love, and in viitue of this, also, the 
infinite Justice ; in which his creatures have 
an equal interest. 

(6.) This revelation of God in Christ is 
made primarily for man— but ultimately, also, 
for all worlds. 

This satisfies me. My heart and reason 
are satisfied. My faith and hope are satisfied. 
The Bible is true, and ^^ God is Love.^' 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



14 DAY USE 

RFTURM TO DESK FROM WHICH BORROWED 

LOAN DEPT. : 

Tbij book is due on she last daEe stumped below, | 

CM" t>a the date to whldh renewed. Reapwals CHilsr: I 

Tel. No. 642^5405 l 

llefl«w«|i may be made 4 days i>rjdr to date due, ^ 
Renewed bcwtct are subtert to iouBediafe recall. 



-MV- 



7 ^^7? 1 



iTT 



IffiftV^ 



1»i^* 



-6^* 



LD21A-4Q»*-S/71 
(P657aBlD>476-A-3S 



11" 





